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The Coosa County tract. 
The Bibb County tract. 


“A WORKING PLAN FOR FOREST LANDS IN 
CENTRAL ALABAMA. 


INTRODUCTION. 
SITUATION OF THE TRACTS. 


The working plan here presented was made by the Forest Service 
for two tracts of longleaf pine land in Alabama, both owned by the 
same lumber company. One tract is situated in the northwestern 
part of Coosa County, the other occupies the western end of Bibb 
County and portions of the adjacent counties of Tuscaloosa, Hale, and 
Perry. 

The tracts are 60 miles distant from each other, and differ in geo- 
logical formation, in topography, and in soil. The two forests, in 
consequence, present different silvical problems. 


DESIRE OF THE OWNERS. 


The lumber company desires to obtain a second crop of timber 
from its lands if it can do so within a reasonable length of time. At 
the present rate of cutting, the company will have worked over both 
its tracts in about twenty-five years. If it can count on haying a 
second crop averaging 3,000 feet to the acre ready for the ax by the 
time it has finished marketing the present crop, the company is willing 
to modify its present logging methods to the extent of cutting toa 
diameter limit and avoiding injury to young growth. It is unwilling 
to incur expense in protecting its lands against fire, however, either 
for the purpose of improving the second crop or for that of hastening 
the production of a third. 


PURPOSE OF THE WORKING PLAN. 


The purpose of the accompanying working plan is to define for each 
tract a system of management which shall carry out to the best advan- 
tage the wishes of the owners in respect to the production of a second 
crop, and to discuss the advisability and possibility of producing a 
third. 
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CHARACTER OF SURVEY WORK DONE. 


The preparatory field work, which occupied a party of nine men on 
the ground for a period of five months, consisted principal.y in the 
running of valuation surveys, the making of stem analyses, a study 
of the logging methods of the Kaul Lumber Company and their effect 
on the future productivity of the forest, and a study of the damage to 
the forest by fires and of means of preventing them. A total of 5,375 
acres of valuation surveys were run—1,791 in the Coosa County tract 
and. 3,584 in the Bibb County tract. 

In addition to the field work a special study was made at the mill at 
Hollins to determine the value of the lumber sawed from trees of 
different sizes. 

The volume table for longleaf pine, numerically and commercially 
the most important tree, is based upon measurements of 472 trees and 
ring counts of 526 stumps. For the loblolly pine, measurements of 
volume and rate of growth were obtained from 128 trees. Asa means 
of comparison with the figures obtained from the measurements of 
felled timber, height measurements of standing trees were taken with 
a hy Pecmeter in various parts of both tracts. 

The map of the Coosa County tract is a combination of the field 
notes and township plats of the Public Land Survey, the topographic 
sheets of the U. S. Geological Survey, and the topographical notes 
from the valuation surveys made by the Forest Service. The map of 
the Bibb County tract is a combination of the Public Land Survey and 
the valuation survey notes. 

The yield tables were compiled from the figures obtained from the 
valuation surveys and the stem analyses. Each tract was divided into 
blocks according to differences in character, composition, and condition 
of the forest. A stand table, giving the average number of trees per 
acre of each diameter class, was worked out for each block. 

The tables of the present yield, giving the average per acre in board 
feet for each block, are combinations of the stand tables and the volume 
tables obtained from the stem analyses. 

The tables of future yield were obtained by combining the tables of 
the stand, volume, and rate of growth. 

It seemed best not to attempt to survey every acre owned by 
the company, nor to survey its lands only, since both its tracts 
are very much broken up by interior holdings, some of which con- 
tain good timber, and these the company expects gradually to 
buy up. To have surveyed those areas only to which the company 
at the present moment holds the title would have resulted in leaving 
out of consideration a great deal of land in which it has almost the same 
interest as in that which it actually owns, and would have made it 
impossible to compile anything but a very incomplete and dis- 
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connected forest map of the territory studied. Furthermore, the 
company owns many small, scattered plats of land, which are so 
isolated from the main bodies of its holdings as to make the surveying 
of them very expensive and impracticable. It was therefore deemed 
advisable to select as a basis for the working plan in each locality 
those townships or portions of townships in which the Kaul holdings 
predominate, and to survey and study them completely, regardless of 
ownership. This plan was carried out on both tracts. 


THE COOSA COUNTY TRACT. 
SITUATION. 


The total area in Coosa County, surveyed in accordance with the 
field notes of the Public Land Survey, was 35,984 acres. It comprises 
wholly or in part sections 6, 7,8, and 18 of township 24 north, range 18 
east; sections 7 to 36, inclusive, of township 24 north, range 17 east, 
and sections 1 to 24, inclusive, of township 23 north, range 17 east. 

These townships, which comprise the Coosa County tract, are 
located in what Dr. Charles Mohr designates as the region of meta- 
morphie hills.“ It is the extreme southern extension of the eastern- 
most ranges of the Appalachian system, and occupies all of the 
country between the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers. 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


The Coosa County tract has an area of 30,000 acres. The topo- 
graphical features vary considerably, and are in some respects rather 
unusual. The general direction of the drainage is westward into the 
Coosa River, which, at the nearest point, is about 6 miles west of the 
west boundary of the tract. 

The elevation above sea level varies from 500 feet at the lowest 
points on Peckerwood, Paint, and Clay creeks, to 1,150 feet at the 
summit of Weogufka Mountain. The general character of the country 
may be described as rolling. The ridges, as a rule, are low, broad, — 
and rounded. In some places, however, they develop into steep- 
sided, well-defined hills, rising several hundred feet above the general 
level of the surrounding country. 

The divide between the waters of Finnegotchkee and Clay creeks 
on the south and those of Peckerwood and Paint creeks on the north 
has an elevation of from 750 to 800 feet above the sea on the northern 
end, but it is so little raised above the general elevation of the sur- 
rounding country and slopes off so gradually on either side as to be 
scarcely noticeable as a main divide. ‘Toward the south, however, 
it increases in altitude and sharpness of slope, with the result that it 
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becomes transfor ned into a range of high hills, rising 300 or 400 feet 
above the genera level of the country and with an actual elevation 
above sea level at che highest point, York Mountain, of over 900 feet. 
(See Pl. I, fig. 1.; To the southwest of York Mountain is a range of 
hills called the Reedy Mountains. 

South of this divide there is a broad strip of shghtly rolling country— 
in some places almost level—and then another range of hills, con- 
siderably higher, steeper, and rougher than the last, which extend 
in a southwest to westerly direction across the southern part of the 
tract from section 12 to section 19 of township 22 north, range 17 east. 
The point of highest altitude, 1,150 feet, is Weogufka Mountain, on 
the eastern edge of section 15. This range of hills, although it is one 
of the highest in the county, does not form a divide. Weogufka., 
Creek, the largest stream on the tract, and Finnegotchkee Creek, its 
main tributary from the north, force their way directly through the 
steepest and most elevated part of it. 

The lower valleys of the other large creeks on the tract and the upper 
part of that of the Finnegotchkee are broad and level, but where the 
latter and Weogufka Creek cut through the hills they have each formed 
a deep, narrow, steep-sided gorge, containing practically no level land. 
(See Pld. fie: 22.) 

SOIL. 


The formation of the region is paleozoic, and the different degrees 
with which the various crystalline rocks resist erosion give rise to a 
wide variation in the mechanical and chemical properties of the soil. 
This is exemplified in the sterile, sandy soils formed fron the siliceous 
slates and quartzites of the higher elevations and the fertile, stratified 
clay soils from gneissic rocks and clayey slates of the lower ones. 


THE FOREST. 


Although the Public Land Survey of Coosa County was made over 
sixty years ago and the settlement of the country was begun even 
earlier, yet of the 35,984 acres under consideration 88.3 per cent, or 
31,774 acres, still remain under forest, which, with a few small excep- 
tions, remained untouched by the ax until the advent of the lumber 
company. ; 


Past LUMBERING. 


When the survey of tne Coosa County tract was made by the Forest 
Service the company had clean cut all of section 6, and practically all 
of sections 7 and 8 in township 24 north, range 18 east, and was 
engaged in cutting to a diameter of 15 inches breasthigh in section 18 
of township 24 north, range 18 east, and in sections 11, 12, 18, and 14 
of township 24 north, range 17 east. Its logging camp was located in 
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the middle of section 12. Aside from this work, lumbering had been 
confined to the operations of four local mills. These mills had, in 
township 24 north, range 17 east, culled the large pine from the west- 
ern half of section 16; cut the large pine from all the forties in section 
26, except the five belonging to the company; and removed the largest 
and best trees from all of section 36, except the three forties belonging 
to the company. In township 23 north, range 17 east, they had 
removed the best trees from the greater part of sections 1 and 2, 
with the exception of the five forties belonging to the company. 

In spite of the fact that lumbering has been so limited as to have 
practically no effect on the general composition of the forest, forestal 
conditions have indirectly been modified in other ways by human 
agency, and the forest can not properly be called virgin. Ever since 
the first settlers came into the country it has been used as a public 
range, and its constant utilization for the pasturage of cattle, sheep, 
and hogs, and the repeated annual ground fires, set for the purpose 
of improving the grazing, have resulted in changing considerably tbe 
character of the undergrowth and the ground cover, and in hindering 


or preventing entirely the reproduction of some of the tree species. 


The results of these influences will be discussed in detail later. At the 
time of the survey a lumber company, under lease from the Kaul 
Company, was preparing to box all the longleaf pine above 15 inches 
diameter in sections 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 of township 24 north, 


range 17 east. 


Forest TyPEs. 


The many variations in the soil and topography of the tract so in- 
fluence the distribution of the tree species and the composition of the 
forest that it is possible to distinguish at least six different forest 
types. If the management of the tract were to be at all intensive it 


would be advisable to recognize these as distinct types and to treat 
each one separately, but under the very extensive system of manage- 


ment recommended it seems best to divide the forest into two main 
types only—the upland type or longleaf pine land and the bottom or 
ereek land. 

LONGLEAF PINE LAND. 


The longleaf pine land occupies in all 27,805 acres of the tract— 


—— 


77.3 per cent of its total area and 87.5 per cent of that portion still 


; 


remaining under forest. It covers all the slopes and tops of the 
ridges. Numerically, silviculturally, and commercially the longleaf 
pine is the most important tree. On by far the greater part of the 
type, where the soil is sandy, poor, and dry, it forms pure stands. 


In some cases there is a rather dense undergrowth of stunted and 


scrubby blackjack, Spanish, post, and scarlet oaks, hickories, dog- 


wood, black gum, sourwood, ete., but more often the undergrowth is 
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lacking entirely or consists only of a few widely scattered individuals 
of the above species. In the latter case the ground cover consists of 
a mat of grasses and-numerous species of the orders Composite and 
Leguminose. Where the underbrush is dense this herbaceous growth 
is replaced by a thin layer of hardwood leaf litter. In those localities 
where the soil is more fertile and retentive of moisture than that on 
the quartzite formation, the harawoods attain a much larger develop- 
ment and often play an important part in the composition of the forest. 
Here the shortleaf and loblolly pines make their appearance and 
sometimes almost entirely crowd out the longleaf. The hardwoods 
also often predominate on the steep northern slopes of the higher ele- 
vations, the York and Reedy mountains, and the Weogutka range. 
In such localities the number of hardsyood species is increased by the 
addition of the red and chestnut oaks. On the southern exposures 
the pure longleaf forest extends up the slopes and covers the tops 
of the ridges to an elevation of 1,000 feet above sea level. But above 
that altitude, on Weogutka Mountain, the hardwoods begin to creep 
in more and more, until on the top of the mountain the forest consists 
of a stand of stunted oaks and hickories, the pines being represented 
by only a few scattered shortleaf and one or two longleaf trees. 

The occurrence of rhododendron and mountain laurel as undergrowth 
with the longleaf pine considerably alters the appearance of the forest. 
These growths are found mainly among the hills between the Finne- 
gotchkee and Weogufka creeks, the former on the lower slopes of the 
cool northern exposures and the latter in small clumps on the steep, 
rocky, and dry southern exposures. 

While the loblolly pine occurs only on the chale and schist soils and 
on the lower slopes along the edges of the creek type, where the soil 
is deep, fresh, and fertile, the shortleaf is found scattered sparingly 
over all parts of the type. It is less common on the rolling land than 
in the hilly country, where small groups of saplings or scattered indi- 
viduals of mature size are sometimes found growing in the midst of 
an otherwise pure stand of longleaf. 

The chestnut was formerly a common tree throughout the longleaf 
pine land, but during the last fifty years it has been dying out. At 
present the dead stubs are often found scattered among the pines, but 
sound living trees are extremely scarce. Only one perfect specimen 
was seen during the two months spent upon the tract. 

Reproduction on tbe longleaf pine land is not good; that of the 
longleaf pine itself is poor, and where the stand of hardwoods is at all 
dense the reproduction of the pine is entirely prevented by the shade. 
In the open forest, where there is no underbrush, reproduction of long- 
leaf pine has been kept out by the fires and hogs. There is, however, 
in some localities which have not been recently burned, an abundance 
of 2-year-old seedlings, the result of the last heavy seed year, but 
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they are sure to be destroyed the next time fire runs over the ground. 
Seedlings or saplings above 2 years of age are rare, and confined to 
small isolated groups, which, by some favorable circumstance, managed 
to escape fire for four or five years. 

The reproduction of shortleaf and loblolly, in proportion to the 
representation of these species on the type, is much better than that 
of longleaf, but is confined mainly to the shale and schist soils cr to 
the old fields where fires have been less frequent than in the pure 
longleaf stands. 


CREEK LAND. 


The creek land occupies 3,967 acres, 11 per cent of the whole tract, 
or 12.5 per cent of the forested area. It covers the bottoms of the 
valleys and sometimes reaches a short distance up the lower slopes. 
On the broad, level alluvial bottomlands in the lower valleys of the 
larger creeks it is often over a quarter of a mile wide, but on ascend- 
ing the creeks it becomes gradually narrower, until along the smaller 
branches it dwindles down to a width of not over one or two chains. 
The soil is deep, well watered, and enriched by the wash from the 
slopes. It supports a comparatively large number of species, the 
hardwoods greatly predominating over the pines. Of the former the 
following were noted: White oak, cow oak, post oak, chestnut oak, 
black cak, Spanish oak, red oak, willow oak, water oak, three or four 
species of hickory, beech, ash, yellow poplar (tulip tree), black gum, 
red gum, two or three species of magnolia, dogwood, sourwood, red 
and sugar maple, blue beech, a species of elm, basswood, holly, horn- 
beam, and river birch. The last two are found only in the deep, 
narrow gorges of Weogufka and Finnegotchkee creeks in the south- 
eastern part of the tract. The red and chestnut oaks are found in 
the narrow strips along the small branches flowing out of the hills. 
The other species are fairly well distributed throughout the type. 

Of the pines the loblolly is the representative species. The larger 
trees nowhere form pure stands, but occur scattered singly or in small 
groups of three or four trees among the hardwoods. They reach 
their best development on the broad, level land of the lower valleys, 
where trees over 3 feet in diameter are not uncommon. ‘The short- 
leaf pine is found mainly along the edges of the type, where it 
merges into the longleaf pine land. The proportion of the shortleat 
is insignificant, and the great majority of the hardwoods are too small 
to furnish saw timber. Longleaf pine is almost entirely absent. 

Underbrush is usually dense. It consists sometimes, but rarely, of 
thickets of sweet illicium (stink bay), and sometimes of canebrakes, but 
more often it isa mixture of various species of deciduous shrubs and 
small saplings of the hardwood species mentioned above. The ground 
cover, owing to the density of the forest and the consequent lack of 
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light, is generally a layer of leaf litter. Reproduction of loblolly pine 
occurs occasionally in small groups in openings among the hardwoods. 

Creek land, as compared with the Jongleaf pine land, both in area 
and in yield per acre of merchantable timber, is unimportant. 


UNWOODED LAND. 


Of the whole tract 4,212 acres, or 11.7 per cent, is cleared and is 
or has been recently under cultivation. As the map shows, this cleared 
land is scattered over the tract in patches varying in size from 2 or 3 
to 200 or 800 acres. Most of the 58 sections surveyed contain at least 
one small farm. The cleared land is largely confined to the bottom- 
lands along the creeks, where excellent corn and cotton can be grown. 
This can be described as permanent argicultural land. 

Very little, however, of the longleaf pine land which has been 
cleared should be classed as agricultural land. Even the best of it, 
when newly broken, will not produce more than one-third of a bale of 
cotton or 15 bushels of corn per acre. Under the crude methods of 
local farming such fertility as it has becomes quickly exhausted and 
it soon begins to gully badly. It has often to be abandoned, even 
before the pine stumps upon it have rotted away. 

These worn-out fields soon revert to forest. Usually within three 
or four years after cultivation has ceased the ground becomes com- 
pletely covered with seedlings of loblolly, shortleaf, and longleaf 
pine, of which the first two greatly predominate over the last. These 
seedlings develop with great rapidity, within from ten to fifteen years 
forming dense thickets of saplings and small poles. Patches of this 
old field growth are found in all stages of development around every 
farm. 


DAMAGE TO THE FOREST. 


The two agencies which have in the past done most to alter the con- 
dition of the forest are fires and grazing. As compared with these, 
other causes of damage, such as insects and windfall, are unimportant. 


FIRES. 


Surface fires have been prevalent ever since anything was known 
about the country. It used to be the custom of the Indians to burn 
the woods to facilitate hunting, and the white settlers have kept up 
the practice to improve the grazing. 

The constantly moist soils of the creek land have prevented fires 
from having any appreciable effect on this part of the forest; but on 
the longleaf pine land, where from late summer until early spring 
the ground cover, except during or immediately after rain, is in a 
constantly dry and inflammable condition, fires have occurred with 
increasing frequency, until now it is rare for any considerable area to 
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pass ayear unburned. Some portions are burned twice within a year. 
Recurring as they do so often, the fires prevent the accumulation on 
the ground of a large amount of inflammable material, so that they 
are necessarily light and individually do only a small amount of harm. 
The aggregate damage, however, of a large number of fires, extend- 
ing over many years, is enormous, and their effect upon the forest is 
far-reaching. 

This damage shows itself in at least three important ways— 

1. The impoverishment of the soil and the consequent loss in rate of 
growth of the timber. 

2. The prevention of the reproduction of the longleaf pine. 

3. The gradual destruction of the large trees. 

Under present conditions, where the ground cover consists of a 
thin and straggling growth of grass and other herbaceous plants, as 
it does in many places, particularly on steep rocky slopes or on the 
tops of the high ridges, the soil is poorly protected from the weather. 
It washes and gullies readily under heavy rains, and during periods 
of drought it rapidly dries out and becomes hard and compact. It is 
steadily losing in fertility, and much plant food is being used up each 
year by the herbaceous growth which might be used by the pine, 
whose rate of growth is in consequence much retarded. 

The effect of fires upon reproduction is easily seen. Any fire that 
is serious enough to destroy the dry grass is always hot enough to eat 
up all the small pine seedlings less than three or four years old which 
lie in its path. Only rare and isolated spots of small size are found 
which have escaped burning for three or four years, or until the seed- 
lings which may have sprouted upon them have become so stout and 
tall that one ordinary grass fire does not kill them outright. Success- 
ful reproduction of the longleaf pine is found only on such small and 
isolated spots. 

The effect of fires upon the standing timber is so gradual as to be 
scarcely noticeable. After the first few years of its life longleaf pine 
resists fire extremely well, better perhaps than any other species, and 
cases where a tree is killed or burned down by a single fire are rare. 
Nevertheless the timber succumbs to the repeated attacks of many 
fires. Any wound in the bark within 5 feet of the ground which allows 
the resin to run out is an opening of which the next fire will take 
advantage. With each succeeding tire the wound becomes larger, until 
the tree is burned completely through or is so weakened as to be broken 
off by a heavy wind. The effect of fire on the value of the lumber is 
also a factor to be reckoned with. Fire entering a tree redaces the 
grade of the lumber sawed from it, so that a fire-scarred tree is worth 
considerably less than a sound tree. 

If tires were kept off the longleaf pine land entirely, the fertility of 
the soil would be improved, and the rate of growth of the timber 


14 WORKING PLAN, FOREST LANDS IN ALABAMA. 


would be much more rapid, the reproduction of the pine wou!d be 
more successful, the final stand of trees and yield in board feet per 
acre would be higher, and the lumber would grade better. 

As regards the value of the land for ranging purposes, an occasional 
burning prevents the accumulating pine straw from crowding out the | 
grass; but annual burning, while it keeps the pine straw from collect- | 
ing, at the same time prevents the growth of grass from becoming 
strong and thick, and in some places kills it almost completely. 


GRAZING. e 


About two years ago Coosa County passed a stock law abolishing | 
the public range and obliging the farmers to keep their stock under | 
fence. Since then no cattle or hogs, and but few sheep, have been | 
allowed to run at large, so that no damage results from this source, 
but the effect of the grazing of past years is still apparent. 

As the population and the amount of stock in the country increased 
the range was more heavily taxed with each succeeding year, until dur- | 
ing the few years just previous to the passage of the stock law it was _ 
highly overstocked and very much run down. The canebrakes were | 
almost entirely destroyed, and the grass on the uplands had greatly © 
deteriorated, the more valuable forage plants being largely replaced by | 
worthless wire grass and broom sedge. : 

It is doubtful if cattle or sheep have had any deteriorating effect on | 
the timber-producing capacity of the forest, except as they have 
indirectly increased the frequency of fires. With the hogs, however, 
the case is different. They have done much to hinder the repro- 
duction of the oaks on the creek land, and on the longleaf pine land 
are undoubtedly largely to blame for the lack of reproduction of 
chestnut and longleaf pine. They not only eat the seeds of the latter, 
but also, in times when other feed is scarce, uproot the large seedlings 
and small saplings to get the roots. 

It is interesting to note that two years ago, about the time the 
stock law was passed and hogs were excluded from the forest, 
there was an abundant mast of longleaf pine, and that on those parts 
of the longleaf pine land which have not since been visited by fire 
the ground is thickly covered with 2-year-old seedlings. This 
reproduction was made possible by the removal of the hogs. 


. 


INSECT ENEMIES. 


Insects have done but little harm. An occasional longleaf pine is 
found to be infested with a bark beetle, and on the shale and schist 
soils of the longleaf pine land or among the old field growth a small 
dense group of shortleaf and loblolly pine is sometimes found which 
has been heavily thinned by the same cause, but otherwise damage 
from insects is unimportant, 
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Division into BLocks. 


In computing the stand and yield the forest was divided into blocks. 
Sections 6, 7, and 8 of T. 24 N., R. 18 E., comprising 1,745 acres of 
the area surveyed, were left out of consideration, because the forest 
upon them has been entirely destroyed. The other 34,236 acres were 
divided into six blocks. 

Stanp anp VoLuME TaBLes OF THE Principat TREES. 


THE LONGLEAF PINE. 


Table I shows the height and clear length of longleaf pine accord- 
ing to diameter breasthigh. It is based upon measurements of trees 
felled by the lumber company in sections 12, 13, and 18 in Block I, 
and upon hypsometer measurements of standing trees on the high ridge 
in sections 21 and 22 in Block VI. Its purpose is to show the differ- 
ence in height between the first-quality timber, which grows on the 
rolling land and has been produced under the most favorable conditions 
of soil and situation, and the poorer quality of timber found growing 
on the tops of the highest hills. - (See Pl. IL.) 


Diame-| Quality I. Quality IT. Diame- Quality I. Quality IT. 
| ter, | a : = ter, =e aS 

| breast-| Clear | Total | Clear | Total | breast- Clear Total | Clear Total 
| high. |length. height. length. height. high. length. height. length. height. 


|Inches.| Feet. Feet. Feet. Feet. | Inches.| Feet. Feet. Feet. Feet. 
ea. |. <6 10 3 s 19 54 91 31 69 
2 9 16 5 12 20 55 03 32 72 
3 12 22 7 16 21 55 95 34 75 
pie, 2 15 5 8 19 22 55 97 34 77 
| 5 18 33 9 3 93 56 Qs 35 79 
6 2] Ss 11 26 24 a6 100 35 89 

7 4 1 12 9 25 57 101 35 SI 

8 7 19 14 33 26 58 101 5 S2 

9 30 4 EX 6 97 59 102 36 S4 

10 33 59 17 10 28 59 102 37 85 

11 37 id 18 13 29 9 103 39 S6 

12 10 68 20 16 30 59 103 40 S7 

13 43 73 21 0 31 59 104 2 gs 

14 47 76 23 53 32 59 106 44 89 

15 49 SO 24 56 33 59 107 46 91 

16 D2 83 26 60 34 59 109 47 92 

17 53 86 27 63 35 59 110 49 94 

18 54 89 | 29 66 36 59 111 51 95 


Table Il gives the contents in board feet of longleaf pine for sue- 
cessive diameters from 10 to 36 inches. The figures were obtained by 
scaling with the Doyle rule the same trees that were measured for 
Table I. These figures were used to compute the yields of timber 
not only for the Coosa County tract, but also for the Bibb County 
tract. In addition, another volume determination was made for trees 
from 14 to 26 inches in diameter, on the basis of what they actually 
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sawed out in the mill. These results are printed side by side in 
Table II as an indication of how much the amount of lumber sawed 
from trees of different sizes exceeds the amount calculated by scaling) 
the logs by the Doyle rule. 


TaB_E II.— Volume of longleaf pine, Coosa County tract. 


Diam- Volume, Volume, Diam- Volume, Volume, 
lo eter: by Doyle | by board eter, by Doyle | by board 
| breast- rulein | tally at || breast- rule in tally at 
high. woods. mill. | high. woods. mill. 
Inches. | Board feet.| Board feet.|| Inches. | Board feet.| Board feet. < 
10 iy ae eee ee a | 24 622 685 
iat Ae oe Nee | 25 694 758 
12 Apa ne tee } 26 764 809 
3 | BS lage eee | 27 SUG ELS ee 
14 | in| 18tc|. nes G05 tetas Soe | 
15 142 | 208 || 29 CTS Ofer adicevees, be» 
16 174 245 || 30 L058 een ees 
17 207 | 298 | 31 1 Se eee 
18 245 | 349 || 32 nC a tre eget 
19 293 | 379 || 33 I 00% | See ee 
20 350 | 406 3d (Bo aad EO Te 
21 413 485 | 35 1467 ples, See 
22 480 | 534 || 36). hg. «Lobatse aoe 
23 550 | 627 || 
| HI 


Table III was computed from measurements of trees cut by the — 
jumber company in sections 12, 13, and 18, and by the sawmill in sec- — 


tion 26, in Block I. 


It gives the average age of longleaf pine on a basis of diameter 


breasthigh, and the average diameter breasthigh, on a basis of age. | 
This table was used in computing the future yields both for the Coosa 


County and the Bibb County tracts. 


TaBLe II].—Diameter growth of longleaf pine, Coosa County tract. 


Age ona basis of di- | Diameter breasthigh, Age on a basis of di- Diameter breasthigh, 
ameter breasthigh. on a basis of age. | ameter breasthigh. on a basis of age. 
: [cae meee ee i 
Diameter. | age. | age. —| Piametet |) DIametI Ay eer | Tce grees 
Inches. | Years. | Years. | Inches. | Inches. | Years. Years. Inches. ; 

1 Bg sig ean eee eee | Tech, <9 160 20.6 
2 25 Pea 1.4 Wea 126 170 2175 
3 aay 30 2.8 18 | 135 180 22.4 
4 a7 | 40 4.5 19 | 145 190 23.2 
esl 43 | 50 6.2 20 | 155 200 24.0 
6 49 | 60 7.9 21 165 210 24.7 
7 54 | 70. | 9.6 20 175 220 25.4 
8 60 | 80 11.2 23 187 230 26.0 
9 | 66 90 | 12.6 || 24 200 240 26.7 
10 | DS) 100 14.0 25. | 215 250 PY 
AT 79 110 | 15.2 26 | 230 260 27.9 
12 | 8 120 16.3 || 27 245 270 a) 
13°] 93 130 174 | 28 261 280 29.1 
14 100 140° | 18.5 29 978 | 290 29.7 
15 | 108 150 A9K6 7) 30 295 300 30.3 


hari 


PLATE Il. 


. of Agriculture. 


ae 9 aaa: 


5) 0G CM, PU Ec 


TIMBER HAS JUST BEEN 


FiG. 1.—LONGLEAF PINE LAND RECENTLY BURNED OVER. 


BOXED. 


TOP OF HIGH HILL, WEOGUFKA 


EAF PINE ON 
MOUNTAINS. 


PooOR GROWTH OF LONGL 


Fig. 2 


. 


STAND AND VOLUME. Lt 


From the foregoing tables it may be seen that on the better parts 
of the Coosa County tract, namely, on the rolling land, the rate of 
growth and general development of the longleaf pine is as good as the 
average in other parts of its range. 

On the thin, dry, rocky soil of the steep slopes and on the summits 
of the high hills the development of the tree is naturally inferior. 


THE LOBLOLLY PINE. 


The loblolly pine, on account of its comparative scarcity and its 
inferior merchantable value, was not made the subject of detailed 
study. Enough measurements, however, were made on trees cut by 
the lumber company to compile the tables of height and volume. No 
measurements of shortleaf pine were made. Its yield from the stand 
tables was computed by means of the longleaf pine volume table. 

Table IV gives the height of loblolly pine according to diameter 
breasthigh, and Table V gives its volume in board feet by Doyle rule 
on the same basis. The volume table was used in calculating the 
present merchantable yield of loblolly pine on both tracts. 


TasBLe LV.—Height and clear length of loblolly pine, Coosa County tract. 


[ = | 


| Diame- | Diame- | 
| ter, Total Clear ter, | Total | Clear | 
breast- height. length. breast- | height. | length. 

| high. high. a 

ere Ss 

| Inches. Feet. Feet. || Inches: | Feet. | Feet. 
1 13 Zi 19 -| 100 60 
2 21 12 20 102 60 
3 28 7 21 103 60 
4 36 21 | | 104 | 60 
5 44 | 26 23 | 105 61 
6 | 51 30 24 | 107 | 61 

| 7 58 34 25 | 108 | 62 
8 64 38 26 | 109 | 62 
9 70 42 | 27 iin 63 
10 75 45 || 2s 112. | 63 

| rn 80 49 |) 29 114 64 

12 85 52 3 116 64 

} 13 SS 54 3l 117 65 
14 91 56 | 32 119 65 
15 94 58 | 33 121 65 | 
16 96 59 34 122 66 
17 97 60 | 35 124 66 
18 99 60 | 36 125 67 | 


5315—No. 6 
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TasLeE V.— Volume of loblolly pine, Coosa County tract. 


Diameter Diameter 


breast- | Volume. breast- | Volume. | 
high. high. | 
Inches. | Board fect. ‘| Inches. | Board feet. | 

10 7 el 94 | 577 

11 | 34 || Dye 652 

1s 54 | 26 | 735 

13 | 75 27 819 7 

14 | 98 | Bea 907 

15 | 126 29 1,001 

16 | 158 30 1,104 

17 198 || 31 1,210 

18 240 32 1, 331 

19 285 || 33 1, 475 

20 336 || 34 1, 643 

21 388 _|| 35 | 1, 840 

22 444 || 36 2, 050 

93 | 506 


THE STAND BY BLOCKS. 


Block [ comprises section 18 of T. 24 N., R. 18 E., and sections 11% 
12, 13, 14, 23; 24, 25, 26, and 27 of T. 94 N., R. 17 EK.” Its areas 
divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 


Longleaf pine land ay 5 Bie cc ere aaa peep a ec ne 4,81] FAS, 
Creek land’. 2 Sei oa a Oe ea ae ee eee 811 13. 4 
Wnwooded land 2 252). eu te eee ee ee 433 yiee 

Bota sees «os Ree eer a eet oe 6,055 100.0 


The topography is rolling. | 

On the longleaf type the stand is pure longleaf, with little or no] 
hardwood undergrow th. It is on this block that logging and turpen-. 
tine operations are at present being carried on. In sections 11, 12, 13, | 
14, and 18 the company is cutting the be to a diameter limit of 15° 
anes breasthigh. In sections 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 the turpentine 
firm is boxing the trees to the same limit. In section 26 timber is_ 
being cut from the private holdings. | 

The stand and yield on this block was heavier than on any other 
part of the tract. Cutting to a diameter limit of 15 inches, the average | 
yield of longleaf pine on the longleaf pine land would have been at 
least 9,000 board feet. 

On ie creek land the average yield of loblolly, combined with the! 
small amount of longleaf and Siaes which has crept in along the 
edges of the type, cutting to the same limit, would have amounted to. 
a little over 1,100 feet. | 

Table VI se the number of trees per acre that will be left on) 
the longleaf pine land, as a basis for a second crop after lumber- 
ing, if the 15-inch ira is strictly udhered to and no trees under this: 
size are cut, boxed, or otherwise injured. —— will be distributed | 


| 
| 
|| 
| 
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over the area in even-aged groups and separated from one another by 
blank spaces of varying sizes. 

On the creek land, as Table VI shows, the number of pines left after 
the logging will be insignificant. They will be scattered singly or in 
small groups among the slash and the hardwood trees. 


Taste VI.—Stand on Block I, Coosa County tract, after cutting to 15 inches diameter 
breasthigh. 


Number of trees per acre. 


Earnie breast Longleaf pine land (average Creek land (average of 57.7 | 


high. of 232.4 acres). acres). | 

| Longleaf Shortleat Loblolly Loblolly | Longleaf Shortleaf | 
pine. pine. pine. pine. | pine. | pine. 

Inches. | 5 | 

Aree ee Se 4.39 0.01 0.02 1523 0. 64 | Aaa eo 
AS Seg ee ee IA 6.36 03 . 03 1.09 69 0.19 
elec Oe oo am 7.04 04 . 06 94 78~| .10 
4b Pee ee ere 5. 91 03 . 02 TAs 94 16 
ee er eee eee 4.62 08 04 .94 54 09 
Bie oo ha ie 3.85 03 04 Be, 49 | .14 
ii Rapes peagtsins Bei ~O5y} 04 pices 52 .16 

Spawn a ae ae 3.09 - 02 03 .29 26 (16.4 

| cee 2.70 08 | 04 3 24 09 | 

1K Vee ae, Senet ee PAST .03 03 .40 24 05 | 
eee So oe oe ee 2. o2 . 03 01 .30 23 09 
Pe ani oe Sos 2.38 .04 01 - oo 24 10 
Sree ole 2 eek 2AZ . 04 . 02 . 28 .10 . 09 
1 a See ene 2.31 102" . 02 . 26 .16 . 09 
Total 272 53.13 46, eral 8.21 6.07| 1.51 
Bemeent=: 25.222 98. 35 . 89 . 76 51. 99 38. 44 9. 57 


Block IT comprises sections 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 28, 29, 31, 
32, 33, and 34 of T. 24 N., R. 17 E. Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 


Lougleat pine land: ..2. 22-2: 322.75 eee 6, 659 78.6 
Greek land. 222. os. eee Dee 831 9.8 
Dnwooded land _- 3.4 23 eee ee eee 985 11-6 

Total . -. -< $e. ce 25 e ee 8,475 100.0 


Except for the small but steep hills in section 9, and for the York 
and Reedy mountains in sections 31 and 32, the topography is rolling. 
On the longleaf pine land the stand is pure longleaf, except on the 
steep northerly and westerly exposures in the northern part of the 
block, where it is mixed with some shortleaf and loblolly pine, mostly 
of sapling size, and hardwoods, and on the upper slopes of the York 
and Reedy mountains, where an occasional shortleaf of good mer- 
chantable size and quality is to be found. 

Table VII shows the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land and of the three pines and the more important 
hardwoods on creek land. The average yield in board feet per acre 
of each species of pine on each type is given in Tables XII and XIII. 
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TaBLe VII.—Present stand on Block IT, Coosa County tract. 
Number of trees per acre. 
Longleaf pine land 
Dianicten (average of 309.5 Creek land (average of 71.3 acres). 
prance acres). 
high. l (east 
Kong | Short | Lets | Long: | Tab | Short | white | ack | Rea | low | OMe! 
pine. | pine. pine. pine. | -pine. | pine. | 0®*S- | oaks. sia ed woods 
Inches. | 
ae 43d O: 204). TOs58s| se oka eee {ake ea ee 
DEAS Bed: | 7.65 Oa mes By sy Ge etimeseina| Mpa RO US cE IE 
ae gai 8.71 ADsl Poe Ob ee a ere Seca | oceelte amees 
ge eae es 7.68 55 a LBs ta epee [cae Vimar eee pees ho 
Bee. ee 5.39 | 45 29) hak 55S aS Se 
Gere tre 5.07 | 58 lh S00. e 5 Shee SS ee Sree 
jee GE Bs ae caus oes LoS: aera eee eee 
eee ee 3.71 | 22 BQ coca a a Som a eee 
efieesey ea 2. 82 | 24 OB coe e Fae eae oe ne ee 
OSs 3. 06 20 221 0.60 0.69] 0.18 | 0.07] 0.78 
eee in 2a? 14 1 38 41! 125] .18| .59 
12s. | 2.56 | 17 10 35.6 248 (2200 desl ae kp 
Geen ee 2.29 | 14 03 49 SOS ler ai eeeoy 50 
iP ae aa, 2.26 | 07 ra 38 22) 29 3 42 
152 eee, 1.92 | 11 03 32 AGulis020)-s. 13 41 
irene 13H 17 01 35 15} .06] .20 BT A 
Tie ei tae 1.55 Peni, a 04 28 22 |) 207s eae eee 
ieee ee Lay i hae 29 OF | 0818 2040) ete 
igi ek 1.51 7) Rieaaeae 18 11) 04-b eo6s 1) Salle 
D0 secapurt 1.64 | (rg ee 31 Ad} 014/08 Pe Raat 
i Mee ete 1.24 | yy clo 15 $07 |: 7208) 1017 ene 
i ae ee | 135 .06|  .08 08 Ole) 01) |e ieee 
Brea 1.04 8 | = 208.| top| seats | ae ly a7 eat 
Sy ee eC _89 Cbd eeeee 08 508: 5 203) a6 01 
Ig Dsieas se 69 04 01 03 03: OL e's 1, | aoa 
(Gece at 52 i et 08 03°) “OL 104) satan 
Ra eae 42 | Hiei ee HOB Sees eal Ons 05:| See | 
DBE ae: Bem ie nan Lk ee Tea 1D Es See Bcsaeerss OB |e eeea lees .06| .04 
Dae ee 24 | OL, 15 eS GS |e. ae Oem 101, eee 
ST eee ete BAT eo cea Meee aes Ue eee ee Oe as bee 2 yy ek {06:1 2a 
Bile aa ae ee eos | Ss yee Onoe st ee ream OD at ee 201-|. 067 [Sane 
otis ooo Bae Me 1g ae] Pe ee Meter ce et te Tal eel eh etl ace Of. | aes 
ese 205 | Stal RSC a beeen casi Of eet spears! L034] saan 
ea ge eee 10D: |exPocen sles Wsewb ages cre ac te mceel © See SIU Se Sei aos onto eines | ee ee 
Bae LL 7 ene (cpt EMEP pce at alamo em te (Ae PWN Re ES I ooo on 
Sian se GN ee Pag A I IS 8 Sek ae Se Ro OL, Ol eaaenee 
Besa ie SOU [eens Zc AOL sce asl Se ate ele ie I oral ae | pen ee 
aaa Sipe BC kgs ies eh eg 2 Uc We olin 2a 3 even Beedle, pedir Mcrae ty. ors. 
Eo) Rea re, Wee A eo Te G8 eet cael 1b Se Wer al Wen Paty PRRMEreN ferete aiierame nearer ys . 
Aer 2 tig ee one item | Lee Sh ie Peet S es eV eae [ee sees as eee 
i Ser sone aeeeee (oe caoenel aseacs PSS oSccc) ee Nccses Ser Setce [ease set ose tezed/aceeee|222-23 Esaece:: | 
AD oe TEL cle sa) aoe a al ie ae af ene rar | Be capers | ec ee ae ee Pn be 2015| 23 eee 
daa oe aera OI eke sae eel nore Soe ere aes | See 
Total. #79190) ||. 3185) | dsl | OsGai ob. 13) keg Gis aan lee eS a7 Roars 
Percent.” 94:49)|| 3.96)| 1:55, (; 249,621) 19/97 \iay7,4T) |e: eae asain [232% | Rae ce 
TREES 10 INCHES AND OVER IN DIAMETER BREASTHIGH. 
Total| 29.89| 0.50|/0,27] 2.62] 1.78] 0.74| 4.58] 8.19 | 1.39 | 2.13 | 4.51 
Per cent.) 97.49 | 1.63] .88] 12.51| 8.50| 3.53] 21.87| 15.24 | 6.64 10.17 | 21.54 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Board feet. 


Cutting to a limit of 12 inches diameter breasthigh .... 50, 828, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches diameter breasthigh --.. 48, 352, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches diameter breasthigh -... 44, 683, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches diameter breasthigh .-.. 40, 328, 000 


Block IIT comprises sections 7, 18, 19, 20, and 30 of T. 24 N., 
Rk. 17 E. Its area is divided into: ; 


Acres. Per cent. 
onciear pinedand 3! x 2 eae ee ee 1,912 63. 1 
reek land. 222. 8: 2) foe Pt ee Seg eee te, 328 10.8 
Whawmmodted: ands) <2 5.0 oi os eo eee oe ee 791 26. 1 
Potala ors Hee ee ee a Pe ae 3; Ual: > 10050 


It includes the greater part of the schist and shale formation in 
the western part of the tract. The effect of the more fertile soil is 
shown in the composition of the forest on the longleaf pine land, 
where the proportion of hardwoods in the mixture is often large 
and the percentage of the shortleaf and loblolly pines is considerably 
higher than in Block Il. <A glance at the stand table, however, will 
show that the trees of these species are mostly small—of sapling and 
pole size—and consequently do not greatly affect the present yield in 
board feet. Of the longleaf pine, although the actual number of trees 
per acre is a trifle larger than in Block II, the size runs somewhat 
smaller, so that the yield in board feet per acre is a few hundred feet 
less. 

Table VIII gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
the longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and some of the more 
important hardwoods on the creek land. The average vield per acre 
_ of each pine in each type is given in Tables XII and XIII. 
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TaBLE VIII.—Present stand on Block III, Coosa County tract. 
Number of trees per acre. 
Diameter ( crea OBES Eee Creek land (average of 32.2 acres). 
‘high. | | | | | Yel- | 
‘ieat | leaf’ |lolly| leat | leaf | lolly | White) Black | Red | low | ote! 
pine. pine. |pine.] pine. | pine. | pine. | pees pete! ee | woods 
eared | 
Inches. : | | 
Ses 2,99 | 2-70" | 1.89) 0.985)". 095-510. 99) ose. 22s ape eis Peseta te > 
Pee A 6.95 | 3.56; 2.38] 1.93 93 im GEN eee Ne beta wo os Ny a 
ie pea 7.47 | 2.83| 2.06] 1.86 7D PPB, IS aha ae ees ee 
alee & 7.51} 2.93|1.65] 1.58 £62 | 14,36 |S... le eee 
epee 6.10 1.88 |,1.00%), 1.87. } i+. BB. | ie 80) rece oe] eel etal oe 
‘ihiieape| 6.10} 1.48] .60] 1.24]  .65 ik ena (Me a ae aha See es 
ieee 4.96 89 4be. 5B: hs BIER. iB Da Te SBE pcan "Te le eee 
ioaly an tied 2 5.35 .94| .59 5 |i. WAT BO. | She es eas hal eet a he epee 
eer ere 2 3.96 56) .37 56 |. 40 DB 3 os S| Gee |e ee A a he 
10 552: 3.9565 bots 234 .59 240.) G.25-4 1.09). — 077 150253" (sO! 98 -1S 1208 
Tie oS 3.58 VA On 25 31 25 90). > 156) hsb |e teal aeaes 
(pe ere 3. 34 eS7 ih 90 .16 {FIG sD 59 247 | & 48-15 109 tes 296 
Ae oe 2. 68 Di yl eoes b .16 S194 oe, S19 62 .47| .40| .091| 165 
aes 2.67 25 | .12 {9 Ne = 216 eit 25 «BO 4. 28° We. 2 AP dee 
eee 9:90} 19° | 01 FS = 2090's = 2284. = S19) aah aaah Gath a> ene 
16 23h 1.87 “6p 06 Lees eae .09 .19 40 519.) 45 2IG1 22°08 larg on 
ee eee 13682 ==. 07 |k a3 4033 |bAe- tS aleee eee 31 .09 | .03 | 209] 09 
Seneca 1.40 OBE hes Glepeee coe 16 . 08 28 wAG| ata | -09} 03 
19-2. 2: 1.56 O5e ees O58) e268 12 25 .03;°.08] .12] .21 
DOs 1.29 .03 | .02 . 03 19 [iyo 25 lin eae <063|, 1s 
7h eres eee 1.12 RAN ee eran wee . 06 mt by epee a 306)| 299)" os25eea 
Set le ae A: 2 Me er 178) (he ean .19 09 12 dt Sea Weems eases 03 
Sake Set Sts oe .01 .03} .09 09 06 Jane F081: 208 Ae 08 
deed see N65 aotearoa = 06°] 03: |o © 208: 52506, 506: kOe eae 
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STAND BY BLOCKS. 23 


The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Board feet. 


Cutting to a limit of 12 inches diameter breasthigh .... 13, 722, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches diameter breasthigh .... 12, 771, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches diameter breasthigh ...- 11, 428, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches diameter breasthigh .... 10,033, 000 


Block IV comprises sections 35 and 36 of T. 24 N., R.17 E., and 
sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of T. 23 N., R. 17 E. Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 


Semeaeas pine land: 2250 2st Sloe oa ee eee 2,482 64.8 
Rereeued aia tS os ee ES he Ce. eee aan 14. 4 
MICAS ADIN” po. ert ete aa eg eae 798 20.8 

Mrobales 2 et Bete ns Chas ee hae eee ae ge Be ee 3,832 100.0 


With the exception of one low ridge, which begins in the center of 
section | and extends in a northeast direction across the southeast cor- 
ner of section 36, the land is only moderately rolling, in places almost 
level. The soil everywhere is deep, and there is no outcrop of rock 
except in the beds of the creeks. This and the exceptionally broad 
bottomlands along the Finnegotchkee accounts for the large propor- 
tion of cleared land. 

Although in the eastern part of the block, especially in section 36, 
considerable cutting has been done, the stand on the longleaf pine land 
is still fairly good. The proportion of loblolly pine in the mixture, 
especially of trees under 10 inches diameter breasthigh, is noticeably 
large. On the creek land the stand of loblolly pine of all diameter 
classes, and the yield in board feet is much greater than on any of 
the preceding blocks. 

Table IX gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important hard- 
woods on the creek land. The average yield per acre of each pine 
on each type is given in Tables XII and XIII. 
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WORKING PLAN, FOREST LANDS IN ALABAMA. 


TaBLeE 1X.—Present stand on Block IV, Coosa County tract. 
Number of trees per acre. 
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ae eee 25 Oi See ee Ie lose eee: . 03 | OG Gea eas Lae ale 
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STAND BY BLOCKS. 25 


The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Board feet. 


Cutting toa limit of 12 inches diameter breasthigh- - - - - 18, 071, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches diameter breasthigh- - - - - 16, 970, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches diameter breasthigh- - - - - 15, 410, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches diameter breasthigh- - - - - 13, 959, 000 


Block V comprises sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, and 18 of T. 23 N., 
R. 17 E. Its area is made up of: 


Acres. Per cent. 
Patent ine Inn: 20s Bo aoe See eer 4, 261 73.5 
EE ONG a een a a a I ee Sn, ee Pe EST 672 11.6 
rer nenenenes aT yt ee ee a ee ee S61 14.9 
Olt > Se os She ee eee 5,794 100.0 


The land is rolling, except in the northwestern part in section 6, 
where, as the Reedy Mountains are approached, it becomes quite 
rough and hilly. Except for the small amount of cutting around the 
old mill in section 17 the forest remains untouched by the ax. 

On the longleaf land the stand and yield of longleaf pines is very 
nearty the same as that on Block II, but the percentage of loblolly and 
shortleaf in the mixture makes the total yield per acre of all three 
pines a trifle higher. Although the longleaf pine will not cut so 
much to the acre here as on Block I, still in the eastern part of the 
block on the deep soil of the rolling land in sections 4 and 9 the trees 
individually reach a better development, both in diameter and height, 
than on any other part of the tract. On the creek type of this block 
the loblolly pine in both quantity and quality is much better even than 
that in Block IY. In section 9, along Gold Branch, there are several 
small groups’ of unusually fine and large trees of this species. On 
the longleaf land in the eastern half of section 9 and extending into 
section 10 there is a large area of old field which was ‘*turned out” 
over thirty years ago and has since come up to a pure stand of short- 
leaf pine—an interesting fact, since second growth on abandoned farm 
land usually consists for the most part of loblolly pine. Although 
this stand of shortleaf is as yet too small to have any merchantable 
value it promises to play a part in the second crop. 

Table X gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on long- 
leaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important hard- 
woods on creek land. The average yield per acre of each pine on each 
type can be found in Tables XII and XIII. 
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TaBLE X.—Present stand on Block V, Coosa County tract. 
Number of trees per acre. 
ninnaeren pee Wane Eee Creek land (average of 49.9 acres). 
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TREES 10 INCHES AND OVER IN DIAMETER BREASTHIGH. 
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| 
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STAND BY BLOCKS. 27 


The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Board feet. 


Cutting to a limit of 12 inches diameter breasthigh---. 35, 358, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches diameter breasthigh .... 34, 045, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches diameter breasthigh.... 31, 962, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches diameter breasthigh.... 29, 104, 000 


Block VI occupies the remainder of the tract, sections 11, 12, 15, 
D ) 
#4, 15, 19, 20, 21, 22, 93, and 24. of T.23.N.,R.17E. Its area is 
made up of: 


Acres. Per cent. 
ieonetent pine land: cos 42 ok oe oe eee 6, 122 86. 8 
ieroeicelaiie:. 28.2 oe Si BAe ee el ee eee 583 a 
Gena AARC: <2 on 32 ef es SO Se ee ee ee 344 4.9 
Migiades (oct ela eh ee ne eee ee 7,049 100.0 


From a botanical point of view, this is the most interesting part of 

the tract, but to the forester it is the least valuable. Almost the 
whole area is taken up with steep, rocky hills and ridges of the 
Weogutka Range. 
_ On the shallow, dry, sandy soils of the upper slopes and tops of the 
ridges the longleaf pine is stunted, slow-growing, and rarely reaches a 
large diameter. The stand is generally open. On the northern and 
western exposures the hardwoods and sometimes the loblolly pine mix 
with the longleaf. The best developed stands on the block are in 
the northern halves of sections 11, 15, 19, 20, and 21, on the moder- 
‘ate northerly slopes, where the land rises gradually from the rolling 
country of Blocks ITV and V, and in sections 22 and 28, south of 
Weogufka Mountain, where the hills give way to the rolling country 
lying beyond the southern boundary of the tract. 

As compared with the rest of the tract, logging on Block VI would 
be very expensive. In the roughest parts, where the building of rail- 
roads and handling of timber would be most difficult, the stand is often 
so light that logging under present market conditions would not pay. 
_ The average stand and yield on the longleaf pine land, as shown in 
the tables below, is poorer than on any other part of the tract. On 
the creek type the stand of loblolly pine is a trifle above the average, 
but is far from being heavy enough to be of any great importance. 

Table XI gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important 
hardwoods on creek land. The average yield per acre of each pine 
on each type can be found in Tables XI and XII. 
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TaBLeE XI.— Present stand on Block VI, Coosa County tract. ‘ 
' 
Number of trees per acre. | 
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PRESENT YIELD. 29 


The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Cutting to a limit of 12 inches diameter breasthigh ---- 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches diameter breasthigh ---. 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches diameter breasthigh ---- 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches diameter breasthigh -.-- 


Board feet. 
35, 332, 000 
33, 446, 000 
30, 577, 000 
26, 775, 000 


TaBLe XII.—Present yield on longleaf pine land, Coosa County tract. 


CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 12 INCHES. 


Longleaf pine. Shortleaf pine. Loblolly pine. 


Pipck Area. | Average Average | | Average | é 
é -yield per Total yield. yield per, Total yield. yield per Total yield. 
| -aere: acre. acre. 
Acres. Bd. ft. Bd. ft. Bd. ft. Bd. ft. ‘Bao fe: Bd. fit. | 
Ge ce NS on ei OE AS ee tee EL oy ON eae ee a Lee Se ee 
ft 6, 659 7,299 | 49, 269, 941 89 592, 651 26 | 173,134 | 
(ii. ea faOu? 6,718 12, 844, 816 185 353, 720 80 152, 960 | 
ih fe ees | 2, 482 5, 948 14, 762, 936 121 449, 249 602 1, 494, 164 
Weer &. 4,261 | 7,349 31,314, 089 | 104 443, 144 222 945, 942 
3, (ft 6, 122 5, 433 33, 260, 826 | 104 636, 688 | 86 526, 492 
Total. 21, 436 6,599 141, 452, 608 | 115 | 2,475, 445 | 154 | 3, 292, 692 
| | | 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 14 INCHES. 
LL Thos 5 Seeger a ene eee (een a Meena be peae meen attest [ce peace! OE | ete ae a SE oe ee | 
it [2 ae 6,659 7, 063 47, 032, 517 78 519, 402 | 22 | 146,498 | 
(Ci ee 1,912 6, 305 12, 055, 160 150 286, 800 60 114, 720 | 
it eee 2, 482 5, 645 14, 010, 890 142 352, 444 527 | 1,308,014 
Matec cor? 2. 4,261 7,088 | 30, 201, 968 96 409, 056 198 843, 678 
Mi a 6, 122 5, 164 | 31,614, 008 86 526, 492 72 440, 784 
Total.; 21,436 6, 294 134, 914, 543 | 98 2,094,194 | 133 2, 853, 694 
| | 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 16 INCHES. 
= Nl | = = | —) 
En 2.23): 95 Se See Rene ie (ee ero cee ree eee Bee eine Se ie eet i a ete ye 
‘hE 6, 659 6, 538 43, 536, 542 | 69 | 459, 471 15 | 99, 885 
(0 Lee ee 1, 912 5, 693 10, 885, 016 | 95 181,640 46 87, 952 
ae. 2, 482 0, 178 12,851, 796 | 103 255, 646 | 443 1, 099, 526 
Vita 4, 261 6, 669 28, 416, 609 | 86 366, 446 164 698, 804 
ieee... Page ab 4,741 29, 024, 402 | 63 385, 686 61 373, 442 
Total 21, 436 5, 818 124, 714, 365 77 1, 648, 880 | 110 2,399, 609 
E <— = — ' 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 18 INCHES. 
a s | 
Rees Fede a 5 ee oe eee ee eee oes Pees Stas tack ee 
ht. 6, 659 5, 916 39, 394, 644 | 59 392, 881 | 10 | 66, 590 
ih. eee 1,912 5, 020 9, 598, 240 70 133, 840 | 30) 57, 360 
es 2,482 4,760 11, 814, 320 | 69 | 171, 258 | 368 913,376 
1. ee 4,261 6, 094 25, 966, 534 | 71 | 302, 531 135 575, 235 
Vd le 6, 122 4,167 25, 510, 374 42 | 257, 124 | 47 287. 734 
Total.| 21,436 | 5,238 | 112, 284,112 59 | 1,257, 634 89 1,900, 295 


a Now being cut to a breasthigh diame 


ter limit of 14 inches, 
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TaBLeE NIII.—Present yield on creek land, Coosa County tract. 


CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 12 INCHES. i 
a 
4 
| Longleaf pine. Shortleaf pine. Loblolly pine. . 
- = ; = = | | 
Se of Area. | Average Average Average | 
: yield per; Total yield. | yield per Total yield. | yield per Total yield. 
| aere. | acre. | aere, | . 
ait | ————___=——_—_} 
| | ie 
| Acres. | Bad. ft. Bd. jt Bd.ft. Ba. jt. Bad. fi Bd. jt | 
eae er eee, ae reer Maen ek | eam coe a a |e a ta 7 Pa Marae Le A eel | 
| } 
Eee ee 831 541 449, 571 73 60, 663 | 33 281, 709 
10) ees ats 328 647 212,216 | 87 28, 536 | 396 129, 888 
ieee 552 368 203, 136 | 219 120,888 | 1,886 | . 1,041,072 | 
Wie aot ae 672 850 571, 200 | 168 112,896 | 2,978 | 2,001,216 | 
Vise te 583 489 | 285, 087 | 98 57, 134 | 970 565,510 | 
| Total.| 2,966 580 | 1, 721, 210 | 128 380, 117 | 1,355 4,019,395 | 
\ r =. | 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 14 INCHES. 
| a a | 
Lk eee ge MR Ser, Nee eee te ee hatter Pe 8 apa tty ele [ts eae or in | pees eee 
eee oes: 831 402 334, 062 | 64 53, 184 | 320 265, 920 | 
( Dus aee 328 519 170, 232 | 65 21, 320 | 375 123,000 | 
| fh se ewes 552 356 196, 512 | 212 117, 024 1,784 984,768 | 
LON Tiaies sco 672 820 551, 040 163 109, 536. 9,871 | 1,929,312 | 
peeled 583 476 277, 508 88 | 51, 304 920 536, 360 
a i 
Total 2. 966 516 1, 529, 354 119 352, 368 | 1,294| 3,889, 360 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 16 INCHES. 
| 
(9 et Ee ee ee se eee wn ee a Ee re | ere ae Se | | 
iT epee we 831 | 359 298, 329 48 39, 888 299 248,469 | 
15 ae 328 462 151, 536 42 13, 776 | 329 107,912 | 
PY ee ae 552 356 196, 512 | 201 110,952] 1,628 | 895, 896 | 
ne Ae 672 | 792 532, 224 150 100, 800 2,748 | 1,846,656 | 
WALA 583 443 258, 269 75 43,725 | 843 | 491, 469 © 
Total.| 2, 966 484 1, 436, 870 104 309,141 | 1,211 | 3,590,402 | 
x > ae ‘ = | | | 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 18 INCHES. 
; a | 
Ws SOL AWE od cater cele ie ae Shes? Dh eee, | eee ear me te ot ea | 5-2eiatroininind Ceo ps eer a 2 etl pe 
jester 831 299 | 248, 469 28 | 31, 578 233 | 193, 623 
Lie st 328 408 133, 824 36 | 11, 808 299 | 98, 072 
Vee 552 333 | 183, 816 175 | 96, 600 1, 412 | 779, 424 
Nee ee 672 716 | 481, 152 128 - 86,016 2,518 1, 692, 096 
BN SA teseeae 583 410 239. 030 63 36, 729 762 444, 246 
| Se S| Ss me 
Total. 1, 286, 291 89 | 262, 731 1,081 | 3,207, 461 


2, 966 | 434 | 


On the advice of the Forest Service, the company in October, 1903, 


a Now being cut to a breasthigh diameter limit of 15 inches. 


LUMBERING THE PRESENT CROR 


CUTTING. 


began cutting to a diameter limit and marking the trees which were 
to be removed. The diameter limit recommended temporarily by the 


TRANSPORTATION. ol 


Forest Service was 16 inches, to be raised or lowered slightly as the 
stand of trees was found open or dense, the object being to dis- 
tribute as evenly as possible the trees left standing as a basis for a 
second crop. After the first few weeks of marking, this practice 
was given up, and the diameter limit was lowered to 15 inches. All 
trees 15 inches and over in diameter are now being cut regardless of 
whether the stand is open or dense or whether the average diameter 
of the trees is large or small. Care, however, is exercised in the 
felling, so that except in dense clumps, where a certain amount of 
injury is unavoidable, but few of the trees under 15 inches left stand- 
ing as a basis forasecond crop are broken down or otherwise damaged. 

Except where extra length is required to fill special bills, it is the 
rule to cut short logs of the regulation 16, 14, and 12 foot lengths. 
This makes it possible to work up the timber much more closely than 
is commonly done in longleaf-pine logging, where log lengths of from 
24 to 36 feet are cut. The bole of the tree is used well up into the 
top, and very little material is left in the woods that can be put 
through the mill at a profit. Together with the longleaf, loblolly, 
and shortleaf pine, white and cow oak and yellow poplar logs are taken 
wherever merchantable trees of these species are found. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The company removes its timber by a private railroad which con- 
nects with the Central Railroad of Georgia at Overbrook, about + miles 
west of Hollins. This road enters the surveyed area in the northwest 
corner of section 8, township 24 north, range 18 east, and extends in a 
generally southwestern direction into the center of section 12, where 
the company’s logging camp is now located. From this point, if the 
original plans are carried out, it will be extended across the northwest 
quarter of section 13 into the eastern edge of section 14, and then 
turn south, leaving the divide and following the valley of Finne- 
gotchkee Creek through sections 24, 25, 26, and 35 of township 24 
north, range 17 east, and sections 2, 10, 15, and 22 of township 23 
north, range 17 east. 

This main line, which will be in use for several years and may 
finally become a permanent railroad, is being built to last. The route 
has been carefully surveyed and grading is being thoroughly done. 
The only place, however, where construction will be at all expensive 
is in sections 15 and 22 of township 23 north, range 17 east, in the 
Finnegotchkee Narrows, where the creek cuts through the Weogufka 
Mountains and where the slopes are very steep and rocky. A good 
deal of heavy grading and bridge building will be necessary. The 
temporary spurs which run out from the main line at quarter-mile to 
half-mile intervals, following, as a rule, the water courses, where 
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grading is cheapest, are much less carefully constructed. They are 
built to last only long enough for the removal of the timber tributary — 
tothem. Heavy grading is avoided as muchas possible. In the place — 
ot earth fills, corduroy and timber trestle work are used. | 
_ Since the company became interested in the production of a second — 
crop it has avoided as much as possible the use of merchantable — 
longleaf pine in its railroad construction and also the use of trees — 
which will be of merchantable size within 25 or 30 years. Longleaf 
pine ties are still used on the main line, but they are either sawed 
at the mill from rough and knotty top logs or are hewed from 
dead and down timber along the right of way. For the temporary 
spurs, which, it is expected, will be in use only a few months, ties are 
hewed from any kind of hardwood of the proper size which is avail- 
able. Yellow poplar, in the creek type, of which there is a number 
of trees from 10 to 15 inches in diameter—just the proper tie size—is 
preferred because it is so easy to work and to handle. For cor- 
duroy and trestle-work the poorest pine is used, and then only 
when hardwoods of the proper dimensions are out of reach. As the 
places where timber is required for this purpose are almost always 
located on the creek land where hardwoods are abundant, very little 
pine is sacrificed. 

Loading is done by steam in the usual way. Skidding is done en- 
tirely with horses. Instead of the heavy, high-wheeled logging cart, 
which requires two teams to pull it, so common in the level pine 
forests farther south, the small, low-wheeled, self-loading go-devil 
drawn by one team is used. Although it does not take so great a load 
at one time, it is preferred because it is lighter and less clumsy to 
handle, particularly on the steep slopes. 

The maximum skidding distance is about a quarter of a mile. The 
swamping out or preparation of the skidding roads is simple, nothing 
being done beyond the removal of a fallen tree or the laying of a little 
corduroy over an occasional soft place. 


MANUFACTURING. 


The company saws regular stock sizes of boards, dimension stuff, 
flooring, ceiling, laths, etc., and makes a specialty of finishing and 
edge grain (rift) flooring and bill timbers. The products of the mill 
find their market throughout the States east of the Mississippi River. 
Special timbers, such as bridge stringers, etc., are sold largely to the 
railroads for local consumption. 

Other mills, which are run under contract and whose daily capacity 
is small—from 15,000 to 20,000 feet, board measure—are being used 
to work up the timber on outlying portions of the tract, and saw 
principally common lumber and squared timbers. 


DIAMETER LIMIT. oo 
TURPENTINING. 


The timber to be boxed is marked beforehand in the same way as 
that which is to be cut. Only those trees which are 15 inches and 
over in diameter and are to be cut later for saw logs are allowed to be 
boxed. 


GFENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 
- 


{In railroad building, in skidding, and in felling the destruction and 


waste of young longleaf pine, which at present is too small to be mer- 
chantable, but which can be counted on to form a part of the next 


crop, is in nearly every case avoided as far as circumstances will per- 
mit. In a few instances, however, where timber is being cut in or 
near groups of second growth, extra care should be taken by the saw- 
yers to avoid felling trees into these groups. In this way the thrifty 
young poles and saplings of which these groups are composed, instead 
of being broken down and ruined, might be saved to grow up to mer- 
chantable size. With very little care and no additional expense trees 
could be felled away from young growth, leaving the slash where fire 
would do least damage. 


CUTTING TO A DIAMETER LIMIT. 


Owing to the marked tendency of the longleaf pine to reproduce by 
groups and to the consequent fact that the forest is composed of 
even-aged groups, in each of which the trees are nearly of even 
age, the practice of adhering strictly to one diameter limit in cutting, 
of taking out absolutely all trees 15 inches and over in diameter, and 
of leaving absolutely all trees under that size, does not leave the forest 
in the best possible condition for producing a second crop. 

In the older groups, which cover areas varying in size from a frac- 
tion of an acre up to several acres and in which practically all the 
trees are over 15 inches in diameter, the cutting is virtually clean, 
and there is nothing left as a basis fora second crop except a few 
scattered, much suppressed, and stunted trees. 

On the other hand, no trees are felled in the younger groups. where 
nearly all the timber is under 15 inches in diameter, and where the 
judicious selection and removal of some of the trees which are being 
suppressed by or are crowding their neighbors would result in a 
more rapid and healthy development of the stand. The proportion of 
the forest where the distribution of the diameter classes is such that 
cutting to a fixed diameter limit of 15 inches results simply in the 
remoyal of the dominant trees and the leaving of a stand of smaller 
trees evenly distributed over the ground and in the best condition to 
develop into a second crop, is extremely small. The intelligent use of a 
diameter limit in this forest requires that the limit be raised or lowered 
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to suit the needs of each particular part of the forest, a practice | | 
which would result in leaving the stand in a considerably better silvical, 
condition. It would, of course, be impossible to cut in such a way as 
to leave a basis for a second crop evenly distributed over the whole. 
area, because in many of the older groups the trees are all obviously | 
overmature and are increasing in value so slowly that to leave any of | 
them standing would be a decided financial loss; and it would, on the, 
other hand, be impossible to extend the cutting absolutely over all the | 
forest, because in many of the younger groups the trees are all far too 
small to be merchantable and could be cut only at a loss. | 

Among the older groups there are trees from 15 to 18 inches in> 
diameter which are sound, healthy, and still increasing in volume at. 
a satisfactory rate and which it would pay to leave standing until the | 
second crop is harvested. On the other hand, among the younger) 
groups, trees from 12 to 15 inches in diameter are to be found which 
can be handled at a slight profit, and whose removal would increase 
the rate of growth of the trees remaining. 


TURPENTINING. 


As long as the boxing for turpentine is confined to those trees 
which are already mature and which will within the next two years 
be cut for sawlogs, injury to the other trees is prevented and, beyond 
the fact that while it is carried on it will encourage the frequency of | 
surface fires, the turpentining will in itself have no effect, either good 
or bad, on the future productive capacity of the forest. | 

The question of the advisability of boxing for turpentine is merely ] 
one of present profits, whether or not the revenue per acre or per) 
tree derived from the lease of the boxing rights exceeds the loss in 
value per acre or per tree of the saw timber. This question was not 
made a matter for careful measurement and comparison. The lumber 
company will decide whether its turpentining lease is profitable by | 
actual trial over a small portion of the tract, which will be lumbered ] 
within the next two years. 


THE SECOND Crop. 


ESTIMATE OF FUTURE YIELD AND INTEREST RETURNS. 


The company looks forward to a second crop of timber from its lands | 
n 25 years. The merchantable yield per acre after this period must_ 
average about 3,000 feet board measure, since a smaller amount could. 
not be lumbered at so high a profit. In determining, therefore, the 
diameter to which the trees should now be cut, it has been assumed 
that no limit which will produce less than 2,500 feet board measure 
per acre after 30 years will be considered by the company. | 

The estimate of future yields has been confined to the longleaf pine 
on the longleaf pine land. 
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Block I, on which the area of longleaf pine land is 4,811 acres, and 
on which all of the pine down to and including 15 inches in diameter 
breasthigh, has been, or soon will have been, cut or boxed, has been 
considered separately. 

‘Table XIV gives an estimate of the present yield per acre in board 
feet of all the merchantable trees, namely, 12 to 14 inches in diameter 
breasthigh, which will be left standing after the present boxing and 
lumbering. It estimates the future yield, cutting to a limit of 12 
inches in diameter breasthigh after 20, 30, and 40 years, provided 
all trees 14 inches and under in diameter breasthigh are left stand- 
ing and continue to grow at the same rate as given in Table III in the 
first part of this report. 


TaBLeE XIV.—Future yields of longleaf pine on longleaf pine land. 


Block I: Aver- “ : 
age present Coosa County tract: Average yield per | 
yield peracre, acre, cutting to 12 inches in diameter 
cutting to 15 breasthigh, obtainable at the end of— | 
inches in di- 


ameter breast: (> = ae SE 
high. 20 years. 30 years. 40 years. 
Board feet. Board feet. Board feet. | Board feet. 


570 1, 747 2, 634 4, 066 

Blocks II, III, IV, V, and VI, containing a total of 22,994 acres of 
longleaf pine land, have been combined, and an average acre has been 
computed for the whole area. The results are shown in Table XY, 
which gives the present yield per acre in board feet, cutting to a diam- 
eter limit of 12, 14, 16, and 18 inches, and also the future yields to be 
expected 20, 30, and 40 years hence, cutting to a diameter limit of 12 
inches, if the present cutting diameter limit is 12, 14, 16, and 18 inches, 
respectively. 

These estimates are based on the assumption that all trees under 
the diameter limit given for the first cutting are left standing and 
continue to grow at the same rate as that given in Table III. 


TaBLeE XV.— Future yields of longleaf pine on longleaf pine land. 


. ad ae Coosa County tract: Average yield per 
Blocks II, ge IV, V, and acre, cutting to 12 inches in diameter 
: breasthigh, obtainable at the end of— 
Cutting lim-| Average 
it, diameter /present yield 20 years. | 30years. | 40 years. 
breasthigh. per acre. 
Inches. Board feet. | Board feet. | Board feet. | Board feet. 
12 6, 562 647 1,338 2,440 
14 6, 257 1, 334 2,170 3, 427 
16 5, 783 2, 047 3, 016 4,529 


18 ; 5,186 2,890 4,022 5, 723 
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As a basis for the calculation of the returns from forests as an 
investment it has been assumed that cut-over land is worth $1 per | 
acre. The value of the timber obtainable from all trees 12 inches and — 
over in diameter breasthigh left standing has been calcwlated at $2.25 
per thousand board feet. The annual cost of taxes and protection 
from fire and trespass has been estimated at 5 cents per acre. All 
calculations have been made at 3 per cent compound interest. 

Table XIV shows that after Block I is cut over to a diameter limit 
of 15 inches, 570 board feet per acre will be left standing, and that at 
the end of 30 years the yield will be 2,634 feet. At the present stump- 
age rate of $2.25 per thousand feet these 2,634 feet will be worth 
$5.93, a net return on the original investment of 24 per cent. If the 
stumpage rate should rise to $5, this second crop will be worth $13.17, 
a net return of 54 per cent. 

Table XV shows that on the remainder of the tract a present cut- 
ting lower than 16 inches will not produce a second crop sufficiently 
large to be profitable, but that by cutting to 16 inches a second crop 
of 3,016 board feet can be had after 30 years; by cutting to 18 inches, 
2,890 feet will be produced in 20 years, and under the same diameter 
limit 4,022 feet will be had in 30 years. By cutting to 16 inches, 779 
board feet of merchantable timber will be left standing per acre. The 
second crop at the end of 30 years, valued at $2.25 per thousand feet, 
will be worth $6.79, a return on the original investment of 25 per cent 
compound interest, and valued at $5 per thousand feet will be worth 
$15.08, a return of 54 per cent. 

By cutting to an 18-inch diameter, 1,376 feet of merchantable tim- 
ber will be left standing as part of the investment. The second crop 
at the end of 20 years, valued at $2.25 per thousand feet, will be worth 
$6.50, a return on the investment of 2 per cent, and valued at $5 per 
thousand feet will be worth $14.45, a return of 6 per cent. At the 
end of 30 years the second crop at $2.25 per thousand feet will be 
worth $9.05, a return of 24 per cent, and at $5 per thousand feet will 
be worth $20.11, a return of 5 per cent compound interest. A sum- 
mary of these financial returns is given in Table XVI. 

If the stumpage value of longleaf pine should remain stationary at 
$2.25 per thousand board feet for the next 30 years, it would not pay the 
lumber company to hold its lands for a second crop. If, however, it 
is assumed that a stand of longleaf pine which will yield at least 2,500 
board feet per acre at the end of 20 years if cut to a limit of 12 inches 
in diameter breasthigh will be worth $5 per thousand feet on the 
stump, then it will be a good investment for the company to hold its 
lands for a second crop. The rise in stumpage values in the past, the 
rapid rate at which the existing supply of longleaf pine is being con- 
sumed, and the steadily increasing demand for it have led some of the 


rr 
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most conservative lumber companies in the South, among them the 
Kaul Lumber Company, to believe that it will be worth $5 on the 
stump within 20 years. 


TasBLE X VI.— Value of cut-over longleaf pine land as an investment. 


BLOCK I, COOSA COUNTY TRACT. 
See | Future yields and rate of interest on capital invested. | 
ante Merchantable  Stumpage | 
Ginmeker timber left per Me: |-——— . = 
lb standing. board feet. : , i 3 : 
| breast- After 20 years. Aiter 30 years. 
| high. 
pie ee a | = ae Z 
Board | Board Interest, | Board Interest, 
Inches, Jeet. Value. feet. Value. | per cent. Jeet. Value. per cent. 
f B22 A Nee een eee ee = lf $5.93 2 
15 570 | $1.28 |J ei etek | Y teu |? : 
5.00 || ; eames aah ier j | 13.17 5! 
BLOCKS II, Ill, IV, V, AND VI, COOSA’ COUNTY TRACT. 
| aE | eae | aed eae 2S |{ $6.79 21 
| 16 79 | $1.75 |! apa Sex he | L sors | #7 = 
| 5.00 | bs) 2 eee j | 15.08 52 
| - [ 2.25 | $6.5 2) | 9.05 92 
18 1,376 3.10 | she 2 290 . + 4, 022 | f 
| 5.00 | 5 6 | | 20.11 5 


The company will, accordingly, be able to make money by raising 
a second crop, and can afford in the cutting of the present crop to 
exercise due care to leave the forest in a silvically good condition. 


SELECTION OF A DIAMETER LIMIT. 


On Block I cutting and boxing have already progressed so far that 
the cutting limit is fixed at 15 inches diameter breasthigh. Although 
on this block the second crop promises to yield a fair return on the 
investment, vet on the rest of the tract a higher limit will be produc- 
tive of more satisfactory results. 

To raise the diameter limit to 16 inches gives but slight improve- 
ment, but at an 18-inch diameter limit the improvement is marked. 
Only about 600 feet more timber per acre is left standing by raising 
the diameter limit from 16 to 18 inches, while the higher diameter 
limit secures a future yield of over 800 feet more at the end of 20 
vears and of over 1,000 feet more at the end of 30 years. 

At the end of 20 years the future yield from a 16-inch diameter 
limit will not be large enough to be considered merchantable, while 
from an 18-inch diameter limit it will not only be large enough to be 
merchantable, but also to pay 6 per cent compound interest on the 
initial investment, in which is included 1,376 feet of timber left on the 


~ 


ground, worth $2.25 per thousand feet. 
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_ Thus far we have assumed all merchantable timber to be of equal 
value; but this is not correct. A factor of very considerable impor- 
tance—one which has never before been reckoned with in dealing with 
longleaf pine—is the difference in value of lumber sawed from trees 
of different sizes. 

_ Large trees, if sound, are worth more in proportion than small 
trees; that is, a thousand board feet sawed from large trees are worth 
more than an equal quantity of lumber sawed from small trees. This 
is true because large trees produce a higher proportion of the better 
grades of lumber. It is apparent, therefore, that the lumberman by 
holding his small trees until they reach a larger size gains in two ways 
first, he secures a quantity increase, and, second, a guality increase. 

Every tree has in it a considerable amount of lumber which is man- 
ufactured either at a very small profit, at no profit at all, or at an 
actual loss. The large trees carry a much smaller proportion of this 
dead weight than the small ones, yet the expense of handling all sizes 
of trees is reckoned as about the same. The lumberman would like to 
manufacture only profitable grades, but this is impossible. Hence he 
must use great efforts and be at considerable expense to find or create 
markets for the disposal of his least profitable, or wholly unprofitable, 
products. 

Another consideration is the speculative feature of the lumber 
market. The most conservative lumbermen in the South are generally 
looking forward to an increase in the value of their products. This 
increase, when it comes, will almost certainly apply more extensively 
to the choice grades of lumber than to the common grades, because the 
scarcity of supply is always first apparent in a scarcity of the choice 
grades. The common grades have always been more or less plentiful; 
it is probable that southern lumbermen are obtaining as much for them 
now as they will for a long time. 

In order to determine what trees are now most profitable to cut on 
the tract and what trees should be left, an experiment was made at the 
mill in Coosa County. Two men in the woods followed saw crews and 
marked and measured sound trees as they were felled. Each tree, and 
each log in that tree, received a separate number, which was chalked 
on both ends of the log with blue crayon. Thus 479° indicated the 
third log from tree 479. The diameter breasthigh, the length, and 
the diameter of each log were measured. When these marked logs 
reached the mill the dimensions and the grade of each piece of lumber 
sawed from them were tallied. In this way the amount of each grade 
of lumber sawed from each marked log was learned, and by putting 
together the logs, totals for the trees were determined. By grouping 
all the trees of each diameter class, and dividing by the number of 
trees in each class, averages were struck. 
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The kinds of lumber into which different logs are sawed are deter- 
mined in every mill largely by the character of the orders received 
from day to day. The mill at Hollins cuts regular stock sizes, but 
in addition it cuts special sizes when these are ordered. The saw- 
ing varies, therefore, according to the demands of the market. For 
example, one week a special effort is made to get out railroad timbers; 
the next week fewer railroad timbers and more rift flooring is sawed. 
The work of analyzing the grade sawed from marked trees at Hollins 
extended over a period of about six weeks and gave the results shown 
in Table XVII. 


TasLe X VII.—Average amount of lumber sawed from longleaf pine. 


Diameter breasthigh, inches. 


Grades. SS 
14. 15. 16. ig: 18. 19. | 2. 
| Board jt.| Board jt. Board jt. Board jt. Board jt. Board ft. Board ft. 
| Jett tict a a 6.6 6.9 14.1 26.7 34.3 44.5 56.5 
© Flat flooring} ._............... 27.2 33.6 40.3 46.7 43.0 55.8 | 56.2 
Wemtectemapee ss = 2 es 38. 8 43.7 ebaee 54.5 66.3 55.2 | 57.6 
No. 1 common boards ......... 10.2 20.0 25.7 37.6 50.9 57.7 | 60.4 
No. 2 common boards ........- 10.0 i2 cL 2 -6 0.0 | 4.0 
Dimension d................... 92.6 91.7 99.1; 117.7 137.5 148.7 | 147.8 
Bese aI PETS = 11-2 10.5 10.7 aac 13.6 | 14.2 | 13.2 
Lisy The ICT) Coe Sr res 00.0 00.0 1.0 1.6 3.0 | 2.6 9.8 
CED |e ee a eee 196. 6 207.6 244.8 298. 4 349.2 | 378.7 405.5 
Diameter breasthigh, inches. 
= Grades. a z 
7; a eel 23. 24. 25. 26. 
p0ard jt. | Board jt. Board jt. | Boardjt. | Board ft. Board ft. 
LECECRS Ct to aia 71.2 65. 2 82.5 ig 99.8 138.4 
Minveigoring O___.......-2..2.- 41.6 50.3 47.7 pl. t 53.4 34.9 
L) URGE LI aes ee ee 75.6 88.2 98. 4 99.5 150.8 160.0 
No. 1 common boards.......-..- 86. 2 88.1 119.8 97.5 115.5 141.3 
No. 2 common boards.......--- 4.1 6.3 7.6 30.5 13.1 29.7 
Wimensignd --.__).<....:..-.. 184.4 210.0 226.0 | 225.3 265.3 28.4 
Pee ee ITM DCTS .- 4.22. one oes 14.3 6.5 5.0 11.1 0.0 19.0 
DN 7.8 18.8 40.5 42.8 54.3 57.5 
OUD) Fe SR a Se ie ge ves 485. 2 533. 7 627.5 684.9 752.2 809. 2 


a Includes all grades of heart and sap rift flooring. 

+ Includes all grades of flat flooring. 

¢ Includes first and second clear, and third clear, finishing. 

@ Includes No. 1 common and No. 2 common dimension stuff. 


A close scrutiny of this table will show that the amount of better 
grades advances with the growth of the tree more rapidly and much 
more regulariy than that of the commoner grades. Any sound tree 
will turn out comparatively low-priced products, such as dimension, 
common boards, common flooring, and side square-edge timbers; but 
the tree must have reached some size before it will yield a considerable 
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quantity of rift flooring and railroad timbers. Rift flooring is obtained 


in small quantities from 14-inch and 15-inch trees; in the 16-inch class — 


it doubles in quantity, and from there on there is a rapid and steady 
increase which far exceeds the rate of increase in the volume of the 
tree. Twoexceptions occur, namely, in the 22-inch and 25-inch classes, 
where the amount of rift flooring drops slightly. But this is explained 
by the exceptional increase in amount of railroad timbers for these 
diameters, showing that part of what might have gone into rift floor- 
ing went into these timbers. Railroad timbers are not obtained in 
considerable quantity until the 22-inch diameter is reached; from that 
point a steady increase occurs. In the lower diameters the amount of 
railroad timbers drops slightly below the previous diameter in two 
places: this is explained by exceptional increases in rift flooring. 
Small trees yield more or less finishing; but as the diameter increases, 
more and more of what would have made finishing is put into rift 
flooring, A flat and # flat flooring, and railroad timbers, so that the 
increase is not nearly so rapid as it would otherwise be. 

The next step is to convert these figures into money values. On 
request the company furnished a price list, which represents what 
at the time (February, 1904) were the average selling prices of its 
lumber, f. 0. b. at the mill. In Table XVIII several different grades 
and dimensions of lumber, for simplicity’s sake, have been combined 
under a few headings; but in the calculations to determine the money 
values of trees, each grade, and each dimension in that grade when 
it varied in price from other dimensions, was calculated separately. 
The grades obtained from trees of the various sizes were multiplied 
by the selling prices of the lumber, and the money value of the trees 
was thus determined. For example, an 18-inch tree, according to 
Table XVIII, yields 34.3 board feet of rift flooring worth from 
$14.50 to $34 per thousand feet; 43 feet of flat flooring worth from 
$8 to $16; 66.3 feet of finishing worth from $15 to $22.50; 50.9 
feet of No. 1 common boards worth from $9.50 to $12.50; 0.6 of a 
foot of No. 2 common boards worth from $8.50 to $9.75; 137.5 
feet of dimension worth from $9.50 to 516.25; 13.6 feet of S. S. E. 
timbers worth from $9 to $21.75; 3 feet of R. R. timbers worta from 
$11 to $23. Adding the amount of each grade gives the contents of 
the tree, 349 board feet; adding the value of the lumber of each grade 
gives the value of the tree, $4.65. If 349 feet from an 18-inch long- 
leaf pine are worth $4.65, then the lumber sawed from that tree has 
an average value of $13.32 per thousand board feet. These results 
are shown in Table XVIII. 


ee 
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TaBLe X VIII.— Value of longleaf pine. 


| Diameter 
| breast- 
high, 


- Value per 
Lumber | Value per ond 
ners M board | 
sawed out. tree. fact 


Inches. Board feet. | 


| 14 197 $2. 32 $11.78 
15 | 208 2.59 | 12.45 | 
16 245 3.14 | 12.82 -| 
17 298 3.89 | 3. 05 
| 18 349 1. 65 13.32 | 
| 19 379 1.97 13.11 ‘ 
20 406 5. 43 13.37 | 
7A 485 6.61 13.63 | 
22 534 7.26 | 13. 60 
23 628 8.71 13. 87 
o4 685 9. 69 | 14.15 
25 752 10. 88 : 14. 47 
26 809 12.01 | 14.85 


It will be noticed that while the table as a whole is consistent, there 
are two slight irregularities, namely, in the 19 and 22 inch classes. 
These were caused by the fact that in these two classes there chanced 
to be an unusually large number of trees which, when put through the 
saw, were found to contain defects not apparent in the log. In select- 
ing trees everything was taken which did not show an advanced stage 
of red heart or contain very crooked logs. In tallying the lumber 
that came out of these trees it was assumed that the logs were sawed 
to the best advantage; if, for example, a siding that would have made 
a board 12 inches in width was ripped by the edgerman into two 6-inch 
boards, it was, nevertheless, tallied as a 12-inch board. No account 
was taken of lath made from slabs. With these exceptions, the table 
may be taken as approximately correct for the values of sound trees 
on the Coosa County tract. In order to determine the profits from 
these trees, the stumpage value, cost of logging, transportation, and 
manufacture must, of course, be deducted. Under favorable con- 
ditions these items do not exceed $7.75. 

The table shows in figures a fact that is known only in a general 
way among lumbermen, namely, that the higher the cutting limit the 
higher the profit per thousand feet, but the lower the profit per acre. 
Cutting to a diameter limit of 16 inches would bring more profit per 
acre because it would remove more timber, but it would be taking 
some timber which, when sawed into lumber, would be worth at 
present about 50 cents a thousand feet less than that from 18-inch 
trees. In other words, the quality of the output would be lowered 
slightly in order to obtain a somewhat larger cut. If, on the other 
hand, trees under 18 inches in diameter are left to grow to a larger 
size, a second crop will be produced which, on a basis of quantity 
alone, will yield 6 per cent compound interest on the investment, and 
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besides, will yield better and more valuable grades. Thus, looking at 
the problem of what the forest will produce both in quantity and 
quality, the conclusions point strongly to 18 inches as the superior 
cutting limit. 


SELECTION OF TREES TO BE CUT. 


The diameter recommended should be taken as a general guide, sub- 
ject to frequent modifications when forest conditions render it advisable. 
For example, it is obvious that cutting to an 18-inch diameter will 
leave more trees standing than would cutting to a 15-inch diameter, 
and consequently the number of cases where the limit must be raised 
in order to secure a sufficient basis for a second crop will be rare. On 
the other hand, there are cases where it will frequently be advisable 
to cut trees under 18 inches in diameter to improve the silvical con- 
dition of the forest. Modifications of the diameter limit recommended, 
unless they are made by a trained forester, will be dangerous. It is 
of the first importance not only that these modifications be made, but 
that they be made skillfully: To this end the supervision of the mark- 
ings by aman of sufficient training to put their policy into good effect 
is essential. 

Where the forest is pure longleaf pine, as on Block II and on the 
larger part of Blocks V and VI, the selection of trees for cutting 
should be governed by the density of the stand and the distribution of 
the diameter classes of the longleaf pine alone. Where all diameter 
classes, both above and below the cutting limit, are well represented 
and are evenly distributed, the 18-inch diameter limit should be closely 
followed. 

Where the trees run so small that those 18 inches arid over in diam- 
eter are scarce or entirely lacking, and where the stand is so dense 
that the trees are crowding each other and consequently losing in rate 
of growth, it will be wise to lower the diameter limit and to take out 
some of the dominant trees which are suppressing their neighbors, thus 
opening up the stand and increasing the rate of growth of the remain- 
ing trees. Where, on the other hand, the stand is open, consisting 
of only a few large trees per acre, and there are few or no trees under 
18 inches in diameter, it will be a good plan to select a few sound and 
healthily growing trees over 18 inches in diameter, and to leave them 
to form part of the second crop. 

In Blocks III and IV and in certain small portions of the other 
blocks, where the loblolly or shortleaf pines, especially of the smaller 
diameters, form an important part of the mixture, they, as well as the 
longleaf, should be considered in preparing for the second crop. 
Although their timber is less valuable than that of the longleaf, they 
orow at a more rapid rate and produce a larger yield per acre than 
the longleaf. Therefore, where the basis for a second crop of long- 


. 
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leaf pine is small and that of the loblolly or shortleaf pine ts large, 
it will be well in the cutting to encourage the development of these 
two pines as much as possible without hindering that of the longleaf 
pine. 

To accomplish this it will be best to leave all longleaf pine under 18 
inches in diameter and to cut all loblolly and shortleaf pines down to 
14 inches in diameter. 


RULES FOR MARKING AND CUTTING. 


On whatever part of the tract lumbering is being done, the highest 
future yield will result only if the above recommendations for the selec- 
tion of trees to be cut are carefully followed. All trees to be cut should 
be marked, and the sawyers should be required to follow the markings 
closely, to cut all marked trees, and to leave standing all unmarked 
trees. In felling and skidding they should exercise all possible care 
not to break down or otherwise injure any trees that are to be left 
standing. 

The recommendations for cutting are summarized in the following 
set of rules: 

1. All longleaf pine 18 inches. and over in diameter breasthigh, 


_except where variations in the character of the forest require a raising 


or lowering of the cutting limit, shall be marked for removal. 

2. All loblolly and shortleaf pines 14 inches and over in diameter 
breasthigh shall be marked for removal. 

3. Broken-topped, redheart, or otherwise defective trees of all 
diameters, which will pay the cost of removal, or can be utilized for 
ties, corduroy, skids, and so forth, shall be marked for removal. 

4. No trees which are not marked shall be cut. 

5. If use of small timber in logging is unavoidable, it shall be 
obtained not from scattered timber, but from dense thickets of young 
growth. For this purpose crooked, short-boled, defective, or other- 
wise unpromising trees shall be selected and marked, so that straight, 
thrifty trees may be left as the basis for future crops. 

6. Each saw boss shall enforce care in felling so as not to break, 
scrape, or otherwise injure small trees; and he shall allow no bedding 
with small trees. 

7. Tops shall be lopped flat to the ground at least 15 feet clear of 
unmarked trees, to avoid damage from slash fires. 


A Tuirp Crorp—FireE PROTECTION 


After the removal of the second crop the number of trees left stand- 
ing as a basis for a third crop will be insignificant. ~In order to obtain 
a third crop within a reasonable period after the harvesting of the 
second, it will be necessary to obtain a reproduction of the long- 
leaf pine now. On some parts of the tract there is already present a 
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sufficient amount of young growth 2 years old. If the present cut- 
ting is carried on along the lines recommended there will be a sufficient — 
number of trees to seed up such openings as are left in other parts of 
the forest. | 
In order, however, to enable this reproduction to develop to the 


best advantage into a third crop, it is absolutely necessary that fire be | 


kept out of the tract. If rule No. 7 regarding the lopping of trees is 
observed, the danger from slash fires after the logging will be elimi- 
nated, but the damage from surface fires will still continue. Absolute 
protection from fire would undoubtedly prevent an annual loss of 
merchantable timber, and, by improvement of the soil, would increase 
the rate of growth, with the result of a larger future yield. 

The tract is broken by interior holdings and cut up by public roads, 


which heighten the danger from fire. The maintenance of a force of | 


rangers sufficient to patrol the tract thoroughly, to watch the bound- 
aries of all the interior holdings and all the traveling upon the public 
roads, would be expensive. It would be necessary to employ at least 
five men permanently, and to pay them enough to enable them to 
devote their whole time to the work of patrol. At $400 per year 
apiece, the cost of maintaining this force of five men would amount 
to 6 cents per acre per year. The additional expense of hiring extra 
help to fight fires, which at first would undoubtedly occur frequently, 
would probably raise the annual cost per acre to nearly 10 cents. 

If the whole area of 35,984 acres, with which this report deals, were 
owned in one solid block by the company and were crossed by no 
public roads, it is safe to make the estimate that the annual cost of 
absolute protection from fire would amount to less than 4 cents per 
acre, and that the raising of a third crop of pine would be feasible. 
In its present condition, however, the question of raising a third crop 
can not be considered. 


THE BIBB COUNTY TRACT. 
SITUATION. 


The Bibb county tract occupies the high land which forms the divide 
between the Cahaba River on the east, on which is located Centerville, 
and which is a tributary of the Alabama, and, on the west, the Black 
Warrior, or Tuscaloosa River, which flows by Tuscaloosa and Mound- 
ville into the Tombigbee. The total area of the tract is 70,588 acres. 
It comprises, wholly or in part: 

Sections 7 to 36, inclusive, of township 23 north, range 6 east; sec- 
tions 1 to 36, inclusive, of township 23 north, range 7 east; sections 
6, 7, 18, 19, 30, and 31 of township 23 north, range 8 east; sections 1 
to 18, 20 to 29, and 34 to 36, inclusive, of township 22 north, range 7 
east; sections 5 to 8, 17 to 20, and 29 to 32, inclusive, of township 22 
north, range 8 east. 
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Township 23 north, range 6 east, occupies the northeast corner of 
Hale County. Township 23 north, range 7 east and range 8 east, and 
township 22 north, range 8 east, and the northern half of township 22 
north, range 7 east, are in Bibb County. The southern half of town- 
ship 22 north, range 7 east, is in Perry County. 

Moundville, on the Alabama Great Southern Railroad, is about 6 miles 
west of the west boundary line of township 22 north, range 6 east. 
A branch line of the Mobile and Ohio, which crosses the Alabama 
Great Southern at Tuscaloosa and runs southeast to Montgomery, 
passes through township 24 north, range 7 east, about 2 miles north 
of the boundary of township 23 north, range 7 east. Centerville, the 
county seat of Bibb County, is located on this road about 12 miles 
due east from the east boundary line of township 23 north, range 7 
east. ‘The distance from Birmingham to Moundyville via the Alabama 
Great Southern Railroad is about 65 miles. 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


These townships are situated in what Dr. Charles Mohr calls the 
‘*Central Belt of Longleaf Pine,” which crosses the State almost cen- 
trally in a southeastern and northwestern direction from Russell 
County, on the east, to a short distance west of Tuscaloosa County, 
varying in width from about 10 toa little over 35 miles. The geolog- 
ical formation is sedimentary and is made up of ‘*‘the Tuscaloosa or 
Lowermost Cretaceous, a great fresh-water formation consisting of 
sands, clays, and pebble beds. Over this Tuscaloosa formation there 
is the usual mantle of red loam and pebbles of the Lafayette, which 
is distributed over the entire coastal plain.”“ In this particular part 
of the central pine belt the loam is lacking and is replaced by a quartz 
sand, occasionally slightly loamy,and in many places plentifully inter- 
mixed with quartz pebbles, but almost universally stained with iron 
oxide. 

The country has in the course of time become very much eroded, 
and now consists for the most part of a confused and irregular mass 
of steep ridges, capped with broken layers of the above-mentioned 
sandstone, and rising from 200 to 400 feet above the generat level of 
the country. Some ridges are long and winding, with many spurs 
running out from them, and others form small independent hills. (See 
Pl. ILI, fig. 1.) Ina few instances the tops are broad and flat, forming 
miniature plateaus, but, as a rule, they are narrow and rounded, often 
hardly wide enough for a wagon road, 

In those localities where the scarcity of iron in the soil and the 
absence of a clay or hardpan subsoil has prevented the formation of 
the sandstone, the erosion has been more regular and the topography 
has assumed a rolling character. 


« Prof. E. A. Smith, State geologist of Alabama. 
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The valleys of the smaller creeks and branches are usually steep and} 
narrow; those of the larger streams are generally rather broad and} 
only gently sloping or almost level. The elevation of the highest 
ridges is nearly 600 feet above sea level; that of the bottoms of the 
larger creeks is about 250 feet. 

The four principal creeks which drain the tract are Little Sandy and | 
Elliott, which flow west into the Black Warrior River, and Affonee — 
and Blue Gut creeks, whose general direction is southeast into the 
Cahaba. None of these attains a width of more than 20 or 25 feet 
before leaving the tract. 


SOIL. 


The soil in Bibb County is but little suited to agriculture, being far 
poorer and less productive than that of Coosa County. Lighter and 
more sandy, it is less fertile and, on the removal of the forest cover, 
is quicker to lose its fertility. On the slopes it washes and gullies 
much more readily. The result is that on the Bibb County tract there 
is a larger proportion of worn-out and abandoned farm land, in all the 
various stages of reversion to forest, than on the Coosa County tract. 
It is likely that in the future this proportion will increase rather than 
diminish. 

THE FOREST. 


Settlement on the Bibb County tract began over eighty years ago, 
but the land in general is so unsuited for farming that the greater 
part of the 70,588 acres, namely, 62,789 acres, or 88.9 per cent, still 
remains under forest. The lack of railroads has prevented the devel- 
opment of large lumbering enterprises, and the cutting of timber bas 
been confined to the supply for one or two small mills, so that in spite 
of its long-continued use as a public range, and the effect of the fires 
set to improve it as such (see Pl. III, fig. 2), the forest is practically 
virgin. In general character it is much the same as that in Coosa 
County, and the same two main types, the longleaf pine land and the 
creek land, have been distinguished, but there are minor points of dif- 
ference which should be considered. 


Forest Types. 
LONGLEAF PINE LAND.. 


The longleaf pine land covers 55,159 acres, 87.8 per cent, of the 
forested area, or 78.1 per cent of the whole tract. As in Coosa County, 
the greater part of the type consists of a pure open stand of longleaf 
pine, but in certain localities where the soil is more loamy, particularly 
in sections 7, 18, 19, 80, and 31 of township 23 north, range 6 east, 
sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 17, and 18 of township 23 north, range 7 east, and 
sections 27 and 34 of township 22 north, range 7 east, the shortleaf, 
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loblolly, and hardwoods mix with the longleaf and sometimes replace 
it entirely. On the northern and western exposures there is often 
considerable hardwood undergrowth. 

The principal silvical difference in the longleaf pine lands of the two 
tracts seems to be in the longleaf pine itself. On the thin, dry soil of 
the steep slopes and tops of the high ridges the tree is just as slow- 
growing and stunted as on similar situations in Coosa County; but on 
the deep soil of the more moderate lower slopes, and in the rolling 
country, it reaches larger dimensions, both in height and in diameter, 
than on any part of the other tract. (See Pl. IV.) 

Table XIX gives the height of these trees on a basis of diameter 
breasthigh, and was computed from the hypsometer measurements of 
462 of the best trees found in township 23 north, range 6 east. 


TaBLeE XIX.—Height of longleaf pine, Bibb County tract. 


Diameter 


Diameter 


Diameter Total Diameter Total 


breast: | eight. | Breast’ eight. | breast” | neignt. | BFeast: | netehe. 

Inches. Feet. Inches. Feet. Inches. Feet. Inches. Feet. 
1 4 u 90) 21 118 31 128 
2 23 12 95 22 120 32 130 
3 32 13 99 23 121 33 131 
4 40 14 103 24 | 122 34 133 
5 49 15 107 25 123 35 134 
6 57 16 109 26 123 36 136 
7 64 17 112 27 124 37 137 
s 71 18 114 28 125 38 139 
9 78 19 115 29 126 39 140 
10 84 20 117 30 127 40 142 


The stand of trees and the estimated yield in board feet are also 
somewhat better here than on the Coosa County tract, in spite of the 
fact that redheart, which is so rare in Coosa County, is here so com- 
mon that the timber cruisers made a reduction of 500 feet to the acre 
in their estimates on account of it. It seems to be commonest in the 
best timber. The stand and yield will be considered in detail in the 
block description. 


CREEK LAND. 


The creek land occupies 7,630 acres, 12.2 per cent of the forested 
area, or 10.8 per cent of the whole tract. White and cow oak, and 
tulip tree of merchantable quality, are wanting entirely, and in point 
of actual numbers are far less common than in Coosa County. On the 
other hand, the proportion in the mixture of loblolly pine and the 
magnolias, particularly the sweet and the large-leaved magnolia, is 
larger. 

The most noticeable difference in the creek land of the two tracts is 
in the undergrowth. The stink-bay (//leium floridanum), which in 
Coosa County is found only in a few small isolated clumps, on the 
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Bibb County tract forms dense thickets covering extensive areas 
along the bottoms of the larger creeks. Along the South Fork of | 
‘Little Sandy, which rises in section 31 of township 23 north, range 7 | 
east, and flows almost due north through sections 30, 19, and 18, join-— 
ing the main stream in the southwest corner of section 7, there is a 
great deal of canebrake, which in some places forms dense, almost 
impenetrable thickets over a quarter of a mile in width. . 


UNWOODED LAND. 


The unwooded land has a total area of 7,799 acres, 11.1 per cent of 
the whole tract. As shown on the map, it is confined mainly to the 
level or gently sloping land along the water courses on what was 
formerly creek land. It is only in the rolling country, namely, the 
northwestern part of township 23 north, range 6 east, and in the north- 
eastern part of township 23 north, range 7 east, where the tops are 
broad and the slopes moderate, that farming has been attempted on 
the longleaf pine land. Only a very small percentage of the area 
under cultivation—a few spots in the bottoms of the larger valleys— 
can be termed agricultural land. It is only a question of time before 
the rest of the cleared land will have to be given up. 

Division into Biocks. 

The Bibb County tract has been divided into blocks for the same 
general reasons as was the Coosa County tract. In the following 
descriptions the creek type is not taken into account, except that 
its area and average stand and yield per acre in each block are given. 
As in Coosa County, its proportional area and yield in merchantable 
pine are so small as to be hardly worth considering. 


THE STAND BY BLOCKS. 


Block I comprises T. 23 N., R. 6 E., sections 7, 18, 19, 30, 31, and 32. 


Its area is divided into: 
Acres. Percent. 


Longleaf pine land 2293 228s jee a eg eee 2, 565 66. 9 
Creek land Sex ee Bo ee ee eee 191 5..0 
Unwoodedland!=:2 > 422 es ee eee 1, 075 Pio) | 

otal 32226. ae So Ae ae eee a ee 3,831 100.0 


Although the land in these sections is moderately hilly, there is 
very little of the sandstone formation. The soil is deep and is slightly 
loamy. In consequence the loblolly and shortleaf pines play an 
important part in the forest on the longleaf pine land. Except in the 
eastern half of sections 18 and 19, there are practically no stands of — 
pure longleaf. In many places it is entirely superseded by the loblolly 
and shortleaf, of which the number of small trees under 12 inches in 
diameter is large. The present yield of merchantable longleaf pine 
on this block is small. 


Bul. 68. Forest Service, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture PLATE III. 
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FiG. 1.—THE FOREST FROM TOP OF HIGH HILL IN SOUTHEASTERN PART OF BIBB 
COUNTY TRACT. 


Fic. 2.—LONGLEAF PINE LAND ON FIRE. TREE IN CENTER OF PICTURE IS 
BURNING AT THE BASE. 
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.—THE BEST TIMBER ON THE BIBB COUNTY TRACT. 


. 


FIG 


Fic. 2.—PooR GROWTH OF LONGLEAF PINE ON A HIGH RIDGE, BiBB COUNTY TRACT. 
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Table XX shows the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important 
hardwoods on creek land. 


TABLE XX.—Present stand on Block I, Bibb County tract. 


| Number of trees per acre. 
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Diameter, (average of 112 acres). 


Creek land (average of 14.4 acres). 
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TREES 10 INCHES AND OVER IN DIAMETER, BREASTHIGH. 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is—_ 
Board feet. 
Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh -. 12, 649, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh .. 11, 729, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh .. 10, 659, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh .. 9, 686, 000 
The average yield per acre of each pine on each type may be found 
in Tables XX VII and XXVIII. 
Block 11 comprises sections 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, 
T. 23 N., R. 6 E. Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 
Rongleat prneland = 2.2 2s fo ee toe le ee 5, 293 85.9 
Creek land=2 5.3525. ee pees Ppp re Te, ee 386 6:3 
Unywooded Tanda 2. se Ss Sea ier eee 479 1.8 
Total 22 eB a ee Ae Nn a 6,158 100.0 


In the western part of the block the topography is rolling. There 
is little or no rock. The soil is a pure sand, very deep and dry. The 
water courses are mostly intermittent, flowing only during seasons of 
wet weather. In consequence the proportion of creek type on this 
block is small, and the longleaf pine is often found growing in the 
hollows as well as on the slopes and ridges. The stand of longleaf 
pine is pure and there is very little hardwood undergrowth. It is on 
this part of the tract that the longleaf pine reaches its best develop- 
ment. (Compare Table XIX.) 

Toward the east, with the appearance of the sandstone, the topog- 
raphy becomes gradually rougher, the slopes steeper, and the ridges 
more sharply defined. On the westerly and northerly exposures hard- 
woods and a few loblolly and shortleaf pines sometimes occur in mix- 
ture with the longleaf. Of the last, trees of the smaller diameter 
classes, namely, under 15 inches in diameter breasthigh, are somewhat 
more common than in the western part of the block. In the northern 
part of the block, during the past few years, timber has been cut and 
taken out to the railroad from the following forties: 

Section 9—NW. of NE.; NE. of SE.; SE. of NW.; SW. of NW. 

Section 1O—NE. of NE.; SE. of NE. 

Section 11—SE. of SE. and all of SW. except SW. of SW. 

The cutting has been to diameter limits of from 15 to 16 inches. 

In section 9, owing to the lack of trees of the smaller diameter 
classes, the logging has resulted in a clean cut, but in sections 10 and 
11, where the proportion in the stand of trees under 15 inches is 
unusually large, the cutting has simply removed the largest and best 
timber, which was pretty evenly distributed among the small stuff, 
and the forest would have been left in a good condition to produce a 
second crop if it had not been for the slash fires after the logging, 
which in some places have killed all the pines left standing. The 
area, however, which has been damaged by the logging and slash 
fires is comparatively small, and the average stand and yield per acre 
is good, as is shown in the follomanc tables. 

Table X XI gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
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longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important — 


hardwoods on creek land. 


TaBLE XXJ1.—Present stand on Block II, Bibb County tract. 


Longieaf pine land 


(average of 296 acres). 
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TREES 10 INCHES AND OVER IN DIAMETER, BREASTHIGH. 
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Per cent.| 91.20 


Number of trees per acre. 


Creek land (average of 22 acres). 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Board feet. 
Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh . 41, 582, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh - 40, 127, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh . 37, 126, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh . 34, 415, 000 


The average yield per acre of each pine on each type may be found 
in Tables XXVIT and XXVIII. 

Block ITT comprises sections 20, 21, 22, 28, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 33, 
34, 35, and 36 of T. 23 N., R. 6 E. Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 


LLongleaft-pine ‘land-1). 36a 5252 eee ee eee 65832), “(8s 
Creekjand. i sae ee ee Ree ee Pye aeons Aha SBS 816 9.4 
Unwoodeduland 220. a): 2a a re ee eee 10327. “tig 

A I 5) 29 ee RRA iO ete SN AA Se el SS ee 8,680 100.0 


Throughout the block the land is hilly, the slopes are comparatively 
steep, and the ridges well defined. The majority of the longleaf pine 
land supports a pure stand of longleaf, but there are many small 
scattered patches where the loblolly, shortleaf, and hardwoods oceur 
in mixture with it. In consequence the stand table for this block 
shows a slightly larger number of the loblolly and shortleaf pines per 
acre than does the table for Block Il. The number per acre of long- 
leaf pines also is a trifle larger, which makes the yield in board feet a 
little higher. 

Cutting has been confined to two or three forties in the northwest 
corner of section 32 in Block I. 

Table X XII gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
the longleaf pine land and of the three pines and some of the more 
important hardwoods on the creek land. 
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Taste XXII.—Present stand on Block IIL, Bibb County tract. 


Number of trees per acre. 


| 
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Longleaf pine land 
| (average of 332 acres). 


Creek land (average of 48 acres). 


| Diameter | 
breasthigh. 7 i; = a ; : ews fie. Yel. ba? 
| Yong-| Leb. | short-| Lop- | shorr| Tong: | wnite| Black | Rea | tow | fara: 
| pine. | pine. | pine. | pine. | pine. | pine. oaks. Oaks, (gum. ef | woods. | 
| == her ea © = a 
Inches. 
eae Wiss es Sted aie es ee Oia ee te ee 
| Dee mec PSG Meee wae a US ee ee OR te Soe eae Ee. Cte ee eee | 
| Se sees cal | Gaara Meenas (eames ects * Re em yet Sy ota Mant A Med oF 
ey eae i a RR Moe Retis. - lene feeran Meco! ees et | 
Pasrise.}23" « 2th eee Ue RS RN Oe a, MA } 29 a ee Cpe ee 
| Gets k 1. 65 0.23 | ees Bend clits dee eee | 
aie e232. 1.59 | 21 OHA as SAR oy oot a ele ee eee | 
ee Ree 1.57 33 17 ee eas) RR en Oe Naas apes: 
fesse 1.58 101) 2" 96: eee ee ee 
Mao. :-- 1.70 | a! .08 0.98| 0.46 | 0.79 | 0.31 3.27 | 
aie 1.66 | 10 02 38| .52] .56] .31; 2.42 
Pe aee cS 1.69 10 06.38 44| .38 | .25 | 1.94 
eee 1.69 | 04 06 35 33 | 31 | 21 | 1.54 
peste = 1.81 | 10 10 29) .08| 81} .18| 1.81 
| ies: 1.81 | 04 06+ «25 EH Ao 29" | 18 
a 1264 | -2 508, 12074 - - 3854s ee G6) * 899 1) 2/4219 S31 (308 |. 
ieee 1. 1.56 06]  .04]  .10| 17] 21} .08| .68 
dese Ss. 1.60 | 02 04 15 th eee es eee 
ae L4t] .04] 02] .56 |.....-..| 08 | .10) .06| .08| .02} .46 | 
BV es ft 1.46 | D2: |oaesrs 2. 12 Gi ee ie OSA | IO, (AO 
Re. | 1.27 | 04} 02} 18 | 02 | .06 | ts ae 
| VS eee | $220) - 03.) . -.04]-- 240 pee | 06 | 06 | 02 | 10) 13} .08 | 
(Bec 1.12 Ga Veet: * 21 02} .10| .06 10 | 
| eae 1.04 02 02 Be ae eee 08 | 
Spee 79:\° - °.00.|" = .024-, Ld |e 02 2 soe 13] .02 06 
| BEES. 65 WO | ides 02.0 &. Uaaleceeees | .04 | 02 |........ 
| ee 49). 01 | ~.<024) : s0aee eee ‘i Baers Ieee 02 .06 02 
| 2-2 41 o4{ 02] .04 ek ee wee 02 
pete Bt 5 01). J0L I 2210s area ly SO ess ee eA. 17%, Ee Eee o 
a 96, - 1.01 1....2.. 12 0S eee Kee eee ee | eee ey BE [oes c2e 
| = ae 12 a Pepi SA oe Oy Cae aA ia DO 
eee =. Fttt| 01] .c.c See | 02 | PS oie 70 ee eee | 
eee e+ 07 Re em pe ee Lot ae) on es | 
i ee 02 oes [ae aed yee (Sea | fee iow | 
as 1 ee ie (eee i ee ee a ee a eee bia cea Me | 
ieee... 02° |...2cee-|Lancaneef” 203 eee eee ee ae gee bens ah ee a 
ete |. 2... -|....-22. [serena oe eer Needs | et aoe eae 5 ee | 
pe. o1 |.....2.2|aibaes eee r ie, mate 8) ae poet eres 
(eo: i PEON PEPE Pemnnee Pree tS Se el ee Pie | 
EE I oe, Gene See os ee es ae Goce 
hn eeeiee eminem ee ae Se 5 el 
py a ee ee Ch ved Oe a ee ee | 
Total| 38. 22:|...:+-.-]asaseeulieeeee eee” Se een eee Se ee eee 
\ 


Total| 25.92 


: : . eS — 
2.16 1.46 | 11.87 0. 91 0.88 3.18 2.50 | 3.84 | 2.23 | 14.02 


| 
| 
Percent.| 87.75| 7.81] 4.94] 80.08 | 35.47 


‘ € . . - | - 
2.30 | 2. 28 8.05 | 6, 32 | ORE id. Oo 


Dn 


54 WORKING PLAN, FOREST LANDS IN ALABAMA. 


The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 
Board feet. 
Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh-. 59, 684, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh.. 57,557, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh-. 53, 863, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh.. 49, 143, 000 


The average yield per acre of each pine on each type may be found 
in Tables XX VII and XXVIII. 

Block [V comprises sections 4, 5, 6, 7,17, and 18 of T. 23 N., R. 7 E. 
Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 

Longlear pine damd (3) 2 ee 2a ok a ene 2,713 71.3 
Creek lands 2-40 ie he eee 783 20.6 
Dnweoded iandtss5- 2. Pen ee ee ee ee ee 309 8.1 
Totals 200 ie ee el ee cee eee ae 3, 805 100. 0 


In this block the character of the forest on the longleaf pine land 
is somewhat similar to that of Block I. In point of numbers the lob- 
lolly and shortleaf pines of the smaller diameter classes predominate 
over the longleaf. Of the trees of merchantable size (12 inches and 
over in diameter) the proportion of longleaf is greater than that of 
the other pines, but the yield per acre in board feet is low. As 
regards the present yield and the possibilities of future yields of long- 
leaf pine, Block IV has only a little more value than Block I. The 
second crop promises to be composed almost entirely of loblolly and 
shortleaf pine. 

Table X XIII gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land and of the three pines and the more important hard- 
woods on creek land. 


“= 
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Taste XXIII.—Present stand on Block IV, Bibb County tract. 
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Number of trees per acre. 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 
< Board feet. 
Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh.. 17, 614, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh.- 16, 295, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh.. 14,569, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh.. 12, 448, 000 


The average yield per acre of each pine on each type may be found 
in Tables XX VII and XXVIII. 

Biock V comprises sections 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, 19, 
90, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36, T. 23 
N:, R. 7 -E., and sections 6,7, 18, 19, 30; and 312 23 N= neo 


Its area is divided into: 
Acres. Per cent. 


Longleatanime dand 43. 33 S5 eee a ee eee 18, 279 79.8 
Creekulandias 2 Se Sa ee ee ee eee ee 3, 052 WRES 
Unwooded land] 26. 2 saat 2 ree occ ear ee mee 1, 568 6.9 

DPGtal pesce Sa ee eo eee Sie ee ee a 22 C09 LOO) 


The whole block is rough and hilly. On the slopes and summits of 
all the ridges the sandstone is much in evidence. 


On the longleaf pine land the greater part of the stand is pure long- 


leaf. Hardwood undergrowth, except on the northern and western 
exposures, occurs only scatteringly, or is lacking entirely. The 
proportional area where the loblolly and shortleaf pine are at all 
prominent in the mixture is small. 

No saw timber has been or is being cut, but in the northeastern part 
of the block, on some of the small private holdings, the longleaf pine 
is being hewed into ties. On many of the summits the timber is apt 
to be short and stunted. 

The average number of longleaf pine trees per acre for the whole 
block is larger than for any other part of the tract, and in consequence 
the yield in feet board measure is higher. The individual trees, how- 
ever, do not attain such a fine development as in the western part of 
Block IL. : 

Table XXIV gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land and of the three pines and the more important 
hardwoods on creek land. 
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TasLe XXIV.—Present stand on Block V, Bibb County tract. 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


/ Board feet. 
Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh - - - -- 181, 603, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh-.... 161, 042, 335 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh - - -- - 150, 509, 286 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh. - --. 145, 589, 000 


The average yield per acre of each pine on each type may be found 
in Tables XX VII and XXVIII. 

Lilock VI comprises sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 28, and 29 of T. 22 N., R. 7 E., and sections 
5, 6, 7, 8, 17, and 18 of T. 22 N., R. 8 E. Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Per cent. 

hongleal joie wand! 2 oe ee ee eee aoe ee 13, 384 75.9 
Creek: land © 5. 32a ite n= pee eee ee Heiss 9.8 
Wmwooded Tams cia ee el ae ee gee eee 2,513 14.3 
TLotabe se 5 oo Ge ae a ee 17, 620 100. 0 


The general character of this block is similar to that of Block V. 
There is a slightly larger proportion of loblolly and shortleaf pine of 
the smaller diameter classes, most of which are bunched in the lower 
half of sections 28 and 29, and the proportion of longleaf pine under 
merchantable size is somewhat smaller, but the yield per acre in board 
feet is very nearly the same. 

Cutting has been confined to one or two small patches in the neigh- 
borhood of Pondville, where a little lumber is occasionally sawed for 
local use. 

Table XXV gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important hard- 
woods on creek land. 
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: TaBLE XX V.—Present stand on Block VI, Bibb County tract. 
ae = ae = 3 
| Number of trees per acre. 


| Longleaf pine land 


Diameter | (average of 672.6 acres). Creek land (average of 85.5 acres). 


ene i | i Yel | 
3 : : i pha : 
[Ment | foity | “leat | totiy | “fen” | Tear” | White | Bigek | Red | low | far 
| pine. | pine. | pine. | pine. pine. | pine. lar. rope 
Inches. 
ae el a ne i PS oe aR Te ee 
ae | jE Coe ieee eee 0700 | oh PRS, Sea os oa oe 
eee OE ie, ee eae 05 |oo. coi, eae ee ee ee 
er 4 (tee ees 206 nse Sash sao ee ee eee ee | 
EOE Ae icy ee ean Sea 07 eee | 
Gos. 2.19} 0.7 0.37] 3.06 06 | =. Octiez fe 2) a See oe ee 
faa 1.96 61 36] 2.94 09 106 | see eee eee 
Bete! 1.92 58 29] 2.39 OF [2 ee a ee oe ee 
Oh le: 1.80 46 26] 2.08 08 OU ee eee eee 
apes i, 43 5% 1.81 06 02 0.15! 0.23 | 0.62 | 0.19 45 
er 1.57 34 1-135 03 01 15 27.62, .20 2.06 
aa 1.96 32 1] 1.55 09 02 16 2% .50 .09 1.81 
ice ane 1.59 = | ie 16 . 06 02 | 12 8! .29|..09; .98 
ct a eee 1.69; .2 1 1. eee nee |< Tags Sal Se eas. 2B 
re 1.74 22 08 90 Al ef 09 Dear} 06 | 72 
ee eG S07 04 77 7 9 bes | O8:)%. 127 P 243 Lo nase 
yeaa 1.58 Tt 06 .58 09) 02} 05] .10| .12| .02| 34 
i: ies 1.65 ‘i 06 53 06; 01] .08 05{°.06| .O1] .28 | 
ee 1.50 .05 03 48) 02) 01] 02 06 14) .08| .15 | 
MB. 1.51 04] .04 48 Sa eee ae 05| .06| .06| .14 
Bees a = 1.35| -.04| 02] .26| .05] .o1| .05| 05) .06| 05) .09 | 
i Rene 1.38 03 03 24 Aye ae | .06 02) .02| .083| .09_| 
Bursa | 1.17| 0? oi] 27) “ore tg eee | 08 | .08 | 05 
es 1.06 02 01 20 op ee ee oe ee os oe ee .03 | .08 | 
ee 94 01 01 20; .08 01 01 Ol} .02| .03| .05 
Ce 68 01 01 10 OF Ie set 22 Oh pcan es 02] .01 
Des 60 01 01 12 03 ry aes 1c a [ks gt | ..02 | -:01 
Se 49| .O1 01 12 To eee (isi onc OL lone pede eo {4 eee 
eed eas Pee 08)" Uf esse: a a Oe Se 9 eee 
2 ate 28 10 Mp Retires Pee ne <7 aS Me | .o3| .01 
3 SO aan oe 06 OL eee 01 ceteteeeeeeees | 02 01 
Teen 14 08 Rie arenes preset mn Lok d Of fe. O15 .-+ 5, 
es 1 03 |. > sUBeiea eae eaten ees cee See 
Soa 05 02, (0007) 5, <A Tes eae rae ree 2 eee: 
er a A 08 03-1 es a Se ea ee eee Beebe 
os. Eg [a2 A okt ee Deltas ek boro © OE eae Seales 
[———— 01 02 |..c0 Seals ae eee ae | eee 
Bape 02 Ol, |= cee Baa? eke? Ses S eee Laer. 
ee 01 OL {ste ee SRR tae Yio or oe | pe! basic Hi 
ae O1 |..2.5.-.|. 2. ee eee ibe i. nc 1S See atin oe | Se SES 
es Se eee ener ee | Rowe a8 We oss ie eee | Ak oa eS 
ae OS Se PI Pee Pet ey eS (nS Mae eS eT a 
ee ee ee Pee? el | jet PER ge! roe | wan ae. nes | 
ee oo|--=.----|-.--2 .--|acs pen eeeans ee ee ere OSs Reel Bee Ls eee 
Mfobad-|° 44.09 | :..-5-.2]seseeae eee ah ee be nl ae 
i i 


TREES 10 INCHES AND OVER IN DIAMETER BREASTHIGH. 


| Total.| 27.23! 2.38| 1.171 12.49! 1.15] 0.35! 1.09 | 1.74 | 3.28 | 1.35 | 10.54 
| | Percent. 88.47 7.73 | 3.80] 39.29 3.62] .47] $3.43) — 5.47 10.82 | 4.25 33.15 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Board feet. 


Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh - .__- 127,673, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh- - - - - 123, 437, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh- . - -- 120, 279, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh- - - -- 106, 735, 000 


The average yield per acre of each pine on each by pe may be found — 
in Tables XX VII and XXVIII. 

Block VIT comprises sections 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, and 36 of T. 22 N., 
R. 7 E., and sections 19, 20, 29. ai: 31, and 32 of ‘T..22 Nig sme 
Its area is divided into: 


Acres. Percent. 


‘Longleaf pine land 2: 3 22 2G ee 6, 098 80. 2 
Cree ke land iets Se Ae ie era a ere 679 9.0 
Unwooded land” <-> s22ke 32s ee eee 823 10.8 

dl 75) + Ie rape acre a el ne A Le Ma a es Mage” OS RVG on fe 1,995 = 10080 


In the western part of the block, namely, in sections 27 and 34, 
the proportion of loblolly, shortleaf, and hardwoods in the mixture 
is large. In the other sections, however, the stand on the longleaf 
pine land was practically pure longleaf, but the northern part of the 
block comprises the 2,500 acres on which the timber was destroyed by 
the big hurricane of 1886, so that the average stand and yield per acre 
of merchantable trees for the whole block is considerably less than 
for other parts of the tract, with the exception of Blocks I and LV. 

Although there has been no lumbering, there has been a good deal 
of boxing in sections 29 and 32, township 22 north, range 8 east, 
and much fine timber has been badly injured and will undoubtedly be 
burned or blown down long before the time comes for cutting it. 

Table X XVI gives the average stand per acre of the three pines on 
longleaf pine land, and of the three pines and the more important 
har dwoods on creek land. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


STAND 
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Taste XX VI.—Present stand on Block VII, Bibb County tract. 


Number of trees per acre. 
Dineen | Fee aesUn Go. Creek land (average of 36 acres). 
Tong | Tap, | Short | Tap | Shott-| Yong | white] sigek| mea | low | Sebst 
pine. | pine. | pine. | pine. | pine. | pine, | O#*S8- | oaks. ay th woods 
Inches. | | | 
ese Be: Mporrles. 5... earner se S. =e POR erm el Near a ae esr lec eeeaee 
Depigts: 2a: een ee Aan Da WA Be aaa ee SS | ASD oes Bie Be ee 
EEG es emer sleet. ,| ag 208. baci dk or eaten es Rees Mea re | 
(ee 2 Sls | 923 aera ee ee RE A 08 | Se2e seo coes o ee eeae 
eet: 220.0 ei epee ase oe oN eee Bai? wh prety oe SR en SR Puen | Rd eo 
Bi tees Peter 1 28s) 1:18) 5.25 | 0122 |e csgiee eens etait pln SN Merce Pe 2S 
eee: pis 1.20:\ 288. 4.67 | 208 pe ia ee ee Peete peerriecs  aee 
ae ee ote 91 | 73) 14.08 14 506 Iga oe | Pe |S Aerale 2 Som 
Ce Sees peters = ..73 169 | 2.97 re 08 [28 Sele eee 
1052 e255 2 1,94 | W1-\\- -.49 8.11] .22]| .08] 0.33) 0.61 | 0.94) 0.28} 2.22 | 
fh = eta. | 141} .68|  .38] 2.38 Ta Ae | 25} 88} 64] 31) 1.92 
Cee aan 1 7the= 56 22) 1.14 06 03 22 44) 86] .44| 1.25 | 
te so. 1L63"| =) .49 13.4 = “1261 08 03 3p. |P ad alpeonel a otye | Bn 
1A eS, 1.58 5 ee ee aed (Rm ean al eek 03 52D |p. a6 Nie, Miu ese 
a 1.43 ool 1) 31.28 i Pees 2: ORL) ISU tonic dea eae 
(in peAOy ee. 231-06 86 03 06 ai "19: hestdd || Sele, Ad 
eee er eral «20 03 67 06 03 0 eh be oe igh ee ae 2 
iene 1.54 | 7 ccm Ce 06! |< =F28 4 
1Qeen. + 1.09 03: |e 206s hoediteli 08th. ii 
BOD ie: 99 Misty 2) ps On (CS rs FS 
eee 98 06| .06] .03| .06; .08 | 
Doe ser: oO A pe 03°} — .06 
2 ae b> ©,90"| 08: |e OG: 08a a 06r1 < OS 
2 tig 508 | 06 |---| ese. eeeeeee. 
jee oie - 62 | 06) 08 CSTR) agin es ea alae 
of eee 52 OB seeeeees S63) 2032) 208 
Pies eI Saye OL |e coz, .2 2.08 | e06, eee eee (ieee nies eRe Sesceaue 
Iga 2.2. :| PAD) | ccs alow codace OB. |Soecct nay ee By see ts eee ea ee er ee 
D9 2527 -> | 27 | cathy | ae ete peeeie  te Sk h 
BU Fares 7 i: rn rn Oi Beer een one ile Ni ee ee ae 
Bie TiC nn ee Me merino eee 
ee eae ee de MR ween tert teehee) eee. 
Se i 06 errs ete kc. o | ee eee eed 
2 boot ae 1 nn nee Meron elects eer sede 2 
Sree a...» 08% | occ. cop .[eacectes Joes oso: 0|teecen ee ae ns 1 eee 
an (Od: | ence ---c|or-eces-Pel--20. {sone coe dlieenta aemttnle eee 2 oy 
oie ae 01 | eo ie = | Oe ee metetie Ay 
2 a pe EEE Peer meer eens te Fle oe a EE es pee 
30 232s es Sees ns renee Mirman beer tl Ae ae a Re ee, ie! So 
hn i i ener Meme Gene hye 0 a Pee eee Tel 
de i SOE | ees ed en) le? Be ed rn as rar Ts) ARR) Rea ay 
Total -| tt, ee ee Pm se tS) eo a od eS 


TREES 10 INCHES AND OVER IN DIAMETER BREASTHIGH. 


5 sa Se es —- -| 
Total. 22.53 | 4.08 > 1.77] 16.69 | 0.97) 0.68) 264] 3.84]3.88/ 2.42) 8.90 | 
Per cent.| 79.44 | 14.32} 6.24] 41.60) 257] 1.41| 6.78] 8.85 | 8.83 | 6.42 | 23.59 
ee No Ma I | 
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The total yield of the three pines on the whole of this block is: 


Cutting to a limit of 12 inches in diameter breasthigh.- 44, 692, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 14 inches in diameter breasthigh.- 42, 584, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 16 inches in diameter breasthigh-_ 39, 421, 000 
Cutting to a limit of 18 inches in diameter breasthigh.- 35, 352, 000 


The average yield per acre of each pine on each type may be found — 


WORKING PLAN, FOREST LANDS 


in Tables XX VII and XXVIII. 


TaBLeE XX VII.—Present yield on longleaf pine land, Bibb ( 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 12 INCHES. 


IN ALABAMA. 


Board feet. 


County tract. 


Number of 


Longleaf pine. 


Shortleaf pine. 


| 


Ee otal pine. 


Average 


Average 


block Area. | Average | 
; yield per| Total yield. yield per} Total yield. yield per Total yield. | 
acre. acre. | acre. 
| ee 
Acres. Bad. ft. Bd. ft. Bad. ft. Bad. ft. | Ba. ft. BOM tem 
ii eon 2, 565 2,814 7,217, 910 1, 043 2, 675, 295 | 833 | 2, 136, 645 
ls See 5, 293 7, 392 39, 125, 856 88 465, 784 | 149 | 788, 657 
10 Ot (aoe Sees 6, 832 7,822 53, 439, 904 247 1, 687, 504 266 | 1,817,312 
ieee ae 2,713 4,683 | 12, 704,979 303 822, 039 736 | 1,996,768 
Rea) ag bit 8, 864 162, 025, 056 14.) 2,632, 176 | 242 | 4,423,518 
il ne a | 13,384 8, 718 116, 681, 712 160 | 2, 141, 440 | 279 | 3,734,136 
VEL ey: 6, 093 6, 469 39, 415, 617 167 1,017, 531 393 | 2,394, 549 
Total .| 55,159 7,807 | 430, 611, 034 | 207 11, 441, 769 313 17, 291, 585 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 14 INCHES. 
ieee 2, 565 2,742 7, 033, 230 | 933 9, 393, 145 | Tl: 1 72, aa 
1) (Se ee ae 5, 293 7, 158 37, 887, 294 79 418, 147 125 661, 625 
] 8) Bl eee 6, 832 | 7,585 51, 820, 720 223 1,523, 30 233 1, 591, 856 
DV ete Fi 2, 713 4, 462 | 12, 105, 406 263 713, 519 561 1,521, 993 
Wis eases 18, 279 8, 533 ce 155, 974, 707 133 2,431, 107 199 3, 637, 521 
gees ne 13,384 | 8,475 | 113,429, 400 142) 1,900,528 246 | 3,292, 464 
53 6 emer eaees 6,093 | 6,235 | - 37,989,855 144 877, 392 326 | 1, 986, 318 
Total .| 55,159 | 7,546 416, 240, 612 186 | 10,257,374 961 | 14,412,292 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 16 INCHES. 
Te ee. | 2,565) 2,605 6, 681, 825 | 811 | 2,080, 215 | 516 | 1,323,540 
18 SES Gs sets et 5, 293 | 6, 640 35, 145, 520 67 354, 631 101 | 534, 593 
Rie ce | 6,882 | 126 48, 684, 832 191 | 1,304, 912 209 1, 427, 888 
ih, eae ae 2,713 | 4,100 11, 123, 300 295 | 610, 425 395 | 1,071,635 
Wester 18, 279 961} 145,519, 119 122 2, 230, 038 151) 2,760,129 
Wishes 13,384 8,338 | 111, 595, 792 123 1, 646, 232 197 | 2,636, 648 
Wilde soe ee 6, 093 | 5, 855 39, 674, 515 113 688, 509 250 1, 528, 250 
Total .| 55,159 7,151 394, 424, 903 162 | 8, 914, 962 | 204 | 11,277, 683 
| i 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 18 INCHES. 
Te ee 2,565| 2,449| 6, 281, 685 | 719 | 1,844,235 | 402 | 1,081,130 
1D eee cee 5, 293 6,178 32, 700, 154 | 5d 291,115 | 78 412, 854 
1 i) G Eee eee 6, 832 | 6,517 44, 524, 144 | 168 1, 147, 776 | 187 1, 277, 584 
iNew s: S 2,713 |  3,540.| 9, 604, 020 179 485, 627 289 784, 057 
Vi eee 18, 279 7,194 131, 499, 126 108 | 1, 974, 132 113 | 2,065,527 
Vian, 13,384 7,429 | 99, 429, 736 104} 1,391, 936 148-1, 980, 832 
Walia 6, 093 | 5, 314 | 32, 378, 202 | 96 | 584, 928 | 174 1, 060, 182 
\Guee Gee ae  | eal ST a See nes ed ee a 
Total .| 55,159 | 6,462,356, 417, 067 | 140 7,719, 749 | 156 | 8,612, 166 


| 


ss 
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Taste XXVIIL.—Present yield on ercek land, Bibb County tract. 


CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 12 INCHES. 


ES ee : 
| Longleaf pine. Shortleaf pine. Loblolly pine. | 
| = = ee = , } 
Te of Area. Average | Average | Average | ; 
ses ‘yield per} Total yield. yield per! Total yield. | yield per Total yield. 
| acre. acre, acre, 
r | 3 oe fae 
| Acres. Bad. ft. Bd. ft. Bd. ft. Bd. ft. 3d. ft. Bad. ft. 
le eae 191 | 298 | 56, 918 170 | 32, 470 2,776 530, 216 
flee ao 386 181 | 69, 866 155 | 59, 830 2 TFT \o dy O71, 922 
1, i eat ee 816 304 248, 064 | 210 171, 360 2,843 2,319, 888 
ae eee} 783 | 34 26, 622 46 36, 018 2,589 | 2,027,187 | 
Ee oa 3, 052 | 653 1, 992, 956 | 89 271, 628 3,361 | 10,257,772 | 
11 Sas Se 1, 733 466 807, 578 | 46 | 79, 718 2,440 | 4, 228,520 
WA st os| 679 164 | 111, 356 | 221 | 150, 059 2,360 1,602, 446 
— — | a] [ae SS Ee 
Total al 7, 640 134 | 3, 313, 360 105 | 801,083 | 2,885 | 22,037,945 
I 5 Hie ies Sail oe Capel Sea 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 14 INCHES. 
| i a as Sea. | 7 = ] | - 
eee eee | 191 | 292 | 55, 72 170 32, 470 2,583 | 498, 353 
Mieerer c= 386 | 174 | 67, 164 | 144 55, 584 2, 686 | 1, 036, 796 
i Cae 816 296 241,536 | 201 164, 016 2,715 | 2,215,440 
ji CS eae 783 29 | 22,707 | 44 34, 452 2,423 | 1,897,209 | 
Vere ee. 3, 052 639 | 1, 950, 228 | 84 256, 368 3,180 | 9,705,360 | 
AU ae 1, 733 456 790, 248 43 74, 519 2,279 8, 949, 507 
n/t ae 679 160 108, 640 211 143, 269 2,178 | 1,478, 862 
Total 7, 640 424 | 3, 236, 295 | 100 760, 678 2,719 | 20,776,527 
a =! ee 5 5 | A mee } :. at | M | 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 16 INCHES. 
jue nee 191 | 292 55,772 | 154 29,414 | 2,555 488,005 
le: set: 386 167 64, 462 113 43, 618 2, 548 983, 528 
(50 eee 816 | 276 225, 216 194 | 158, 304 2,527 | 2,062, 032 
Pic eee es 783 | 29 22,707 | 41 32, 103 2,183 | 1,709,289 
VE ee 3, 052 619 1, 889, 188 | 74 225, 848 2,941 8, 975, 932 
VC ee Seem 1, 733 | 440 | 762, 520 43 74,519 | 2, 056 3, 563, 048 
Nes 679 | 157 106, 608 195 132,405 4 1,908] 1,295,532 
—————— nn ee eee ee 
Total. 7,640 409 3, 126, 468 91 696,211 | 2,497 | 19,077,366 
CUTTING TO A BREASTHIGH DIAMETER LIMIT OF 18 INCHES. | 
a ae aa | 
1 ache dea 191 | 262 50, 042 129 24, 639 2,377 454, 007 
Mee eee =4 386 | 167 64, 462 99 38,214 | 2,354 908, 644 
| es 816 257 209, 712 | 171 139, 536 2,260 | 1,844, 160 
Tos a 783 | 25 19, 575 | 26 20, 358 1,959 | 1,533, 897 
le 3, 052 | 598 1, 825, 096 72 219, 744 2,623 | 8, 005, 396 
Vita 1, 733 | 410 710, 580 39 67, 587 1,820 | 3,154, 060 
i 679 | 140 95, 060 177 120, 183 1,640 | 1,118, 560 
Total .| . 7,640. | 389 2, 974, 477 82 | 630, 261 2,227 | 17,013,724 


| 
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DAMAGE TO THE Forest. 
whe forest has suffered from grazing and fires in the usual way. 
FIRES. 


To the standing timber and the reproduction fires have here wrought 
fully as much injury as on the Coosa County tract. (See Pl. III, fig. 
2.) To the soil they have done even more damage. This is so light 
and loose and erodes so easily when exposed to the weather that the 
destruction of the ground cover by repeated fires has resulted in the 
serious denudation and gullying of the steep slopes. The sand thus 
washed from the longleaf pine land fs deposited in the bottoms of the 
valleys. In many parts of the creek land these steadily increasing 
accumulations of sand are gradually changing the character of the 
growth. In places where the soil was formerly a deep, wet muck, 
upon which dense cane thickets flourished, the creeping in of the sand 
has smothered out the cane and made the conditions favorable to the 
growth of trees. Dense groves of red gum and magnolia saplings and 
poles grow in places where years ago, according to old settlers, there 
was nothing but a dense canebrake. 


GRAZING. 


The three counties in which the tract is located have passed no stock 
law, and cattle, sheep, and hogs still have free run of the woods. In 
consequence the range is heavily overstocked, is extremely poor, and 
has né ehance to recuperate. 


WINDFALL. 


The region in which this tract is situated is often visited by tor- 
nadoes, from which the forest has suffered considerably. The damage 
is most common on the tops-of high ridges where the tornadoes have 
dropped just long enough to uproot or twist off the trees on a small 
area of an acre or two, and have then risen again and passed on. 
Occasionally, however, a tornado will travel close to the ground for 
a distance of several miles, leaving behind it a broad path through 
the forest in which all the timber has been uprooted or broken off. 
The most noteworthy example of this was the hurricane of 1886, 
which first hit the tract in section 27 of township 22 north, range 7 
east, and, traveling in an east-northeast direction, passed out of the 
tract at the eastern edge of sections 20 and 29 of township 22 north, 
range 8 east. The strip swept by the wind was at first half a mile in 
width, but as it advanced it gradually widened out until where it left 
the tract it was nearly a mile and a quarter wide. Throughout this path 
of over 2,500 acres practically every stick of timber was destroyed. 
Owing to the prevalence of fires and the dearth of seed trees there has 
been little reproduction on the area during the intervening eighteen 
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years. Saplings of longleaf pine are confined to a few small, scattered 
groups. Dense thickets of scrubby hardwoods, oaks, hickories, etc.. 
have sprung up on the greater part of the strip, but on a large area 
the ground as yet is covered only by a thin growth of grass and the 
few charred remnants of the former forest. 

Recently there has been some damage from wind in the extreme 
northeastern corner of township 23 north, range 7 east, and the adja- 
cent sections of the contiguous townships. 


INSECTS. 


Insects have injured the forest in the same way and to the same 
slight extent that they have in Coosa County. 


LUMBERING. 


Along the line of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad logging has been 
going on ever since the line was put through, some eight years ago. 
In sections 1 to 6 of township 23 north, range 7 east, the longleaf pine 
has been largely removed. These sections were in consequence not 
surveyed. In some instances the cutting extends south into the next 
row of sections. In section 11 nearly all of the pine over 15 inches 
in diameter breasthigh has been taken out, and in sections 9 and 10 
some cutting has been done in five widely separated forties which do 
not belong to the company. 

In sections 1 and 12 of township 23 north, range 7 east, and sections 
6, 7, and 18 of township 23 north, range 8 east, tie timber is being 
cut and hauled to the railroad from a few small private holdings. 

In the neighborhood of Pondville post-office, in sections 6 and 7 of 
township 23 north, range $ east, there are some small patches from 
which the best timber has been culled. 

On the rest of the tract no logging has been done. 


TURPENTINING. 


In the southern half of township 23 north, range 6 east, many of 
the settlers have boxed their holdings for turpentine, and this boxing 
and succeeding fires have pretty well destroyed what small amount of 
longleaf pine they owned. On the private holdings of sections 29, 30, 
31, and 32 of township 22 north, range 8 east, much of the timber has 
been boxed and will soon be killed by fire. 


THE Present Crop. 
As stated before, cutting on the Bibb County tract will probably 
not begin until the lumbering on the Coosa County holdings is finished. 
At present the tract is in charge of one man, whose business it is to 
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look out for chances to increase the acreage of the tract by ee 
and to protect the property from trespass. ! 

As there is no stock law in any of the counties in which the tract is } 
located, and as everybody is allowed by law free access to any and all } 
unfenced land for the purpose of ranging cattle, sheep, or hogs. the 
only act which constitutes trespass on forest land is the cutting and 
removal of timber. The company has made no attempt to protect its 
land from fires, but has rather encouraged them on the theory that 
repeated annual burnings prevent an accumulation of combustible 
material which would afford fuel for fires large enough to harm the 
timber. When it is time to begin lumbering the plan is to construct 
a railroad leading from Moundville, on the Alabama Great Southern 
Railroad, up the valley of Elliott Creek, and, following the general 
course of the Moundville-Centerville public road, to cross the low 
divide to Little Sandy Creek and to terminate on Little Sandy Creek 
in section 15 of township 23 north, range 7 east, where a mill will be 
erected. 

THE SECOND Crop. 


ESTIMATES OF FUTURE YIELD. 


Estimates of future yield have been confined, as on the Coosa County 
tract, to the longleaf pine on the longleaf pine land. The results 


given in Table X XIX were computed from an average acre for § 


Blocks II, Ul, V, and VI, on which the combined area of longleaf 
pine land is 43,778 acres, or 79.1 per cent of the total area of the four 
blocks. 

Blocks I and IV have been left out of the calculation, because the 
stand on them is largely composed of loblolly and shortleaf pine, 
and the silvical problem involved is distinct from that of the rest 
of the tract. It is a question of raising a second crop of loblolly and 
shortleaf pine rather than one of longleaf. As no particular study 
has been made on the Kaul lands of the habits or rate of growth of 
these two species, and as the Kaul Lumber Company is not especially 
interested in them, it has been thought best to leave Blocks I and IV 
cut of consideration. 7 

Block VII has not been included in the calculations for the reason 
that its stand is so irregular. On 2,500 acres, or over 30 per cent of 
the area, the forest has been entirely destroyed, and owing to the 
prevention of reproduction by fires there will not be a second crop of 
merchantable size within a reasonable period. In other parts of the 
block the timber has been so injured by boxing that there are no trees 
which can be relied upon to serve as a basis for a second crop, or else 
the forest is similar in character to the forest of Blocks I and IV. 
Those parts on which there is a basis for a second crop of longleaf | 
pine can be included under the recommendations given for Blocks — 


LL, ILL, V, and VI. 


INTEREST RETURNS. ! 67 


From an examination of Table X XIX it can be seen that although 
the present yield per acre on Blocks I, III, V,and VI is considerably 
higher than that of the Coosa County nae the second crop promises 
to be somewhat lower. Cutting to a 16-inch diameter limit, the 
present yield will amount to 7,646 feet, and at the end of 30 years a 
second yield of 2,615 feet can be obtained. Cutting to an 18-inch 
diameter limit, the present yield is 7,176 feet, and the future yield, at 
the end of 20 and 30 years, respectively, will be 2,829 feet and 5,645 
feet. This difference in proportion between present and future yields 
is of course readily explained by the fact that the composition of the 
forest is different. There are more trees over and fewer trees under 
12 inches in diameter breasthigh on the Bibb County tract than in 
Coosa County. 


Tase X XIX.—Future yields of longleaf pine on longleaf pine land, Blocks I, LI, V, 
and VI, Bibb County tract. 


| “Ave erage yield per acre, cutting | 


Cutting | Average | to 12inches in diameter breast- 
Jimit, present high, obtaina ble at the end oi— 
| diameter | + 5 ie = 
é | yield per 
breast- is | 
high. fine 20 years, 30 years. 40 years. 


Inches. Board feet. | Board feet. | Board feet. 


| Board jeet. 
12 8,421 | 508 970 | 1, 642 ° 
14 8,141 1,141 1,733 | 2,547 
16 | 7,646 | 1,884 2,615 | 3, 690 
i1° . 7,176 2, 829 3,745 |. 5,081 


INTEREST RETURNS. 


In spite of the slightly lower yield in board feet to be expected in 
the second crop, the returns on the investment at compound interest 
are very nearly the same as those estimated on a second crop on the 
Coosa County tract. The results of the financial calculations given in 
Table XXX show that a cutting limit of 18 inches in diameter breast- 
high will give the best returns. ‘ 


TABLE XXX.— Value of cut-over longleaf pine land as an investment, Blocks IT, IIT, V, 
and VI, Bibb County tract. 


| Present. | ‘Stump-| Future yields and rate of interest on capital invested. 
| Roe on | Merchantable age |_. c 2 
a t = timber left per M | 
ete standing. board | ey eee S - peer 
breast- rani After 20 years, After 30 years. 
high. 
= a ae es Bea Ree Si So ot A 
: ee Interest, Interest, 
Inches. | Board feet.| Value. Board ft.| Value. per cent. | Board ft. Value. per cent. 
| $2. 25 {sce eee ates $5. 88 2 
16 | 775 | gt.74 be th ee i ie saneal| : 
| | 5.00 |J | . a rea es J | 13. 08 52 
| 2,25 $6.3 21 | 3 42 DA 
18 | 1,245} 280/1 = IL 9 go |} 8 ems to % 
1 5.00 || {4.15 63 || | 18.73 5 


68 WORKING PLAN, FOREST LANDS IN ALABAMA. 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CUTTING. 


The general recommendations and rules for cutting in Coosa County 
hold good for the Bibb County tract, but the work of carrying them 
out will be somewhat more difficult. Owing to the smaller proportion 
of the lower-diameter classes in this tract there will be fewer cases 
where it will be advisable to lower the cutting limit and more cases 
where, in order to leave a satisfactory basis for a second crop, the 
cutting limit will have to be raised. The great prevalence of redheart 
and damage from windfall will often make it necessary to cut much 
below the limit in order to get rid of all defective trees. 

The area on which the composition of the forest is such that the 
given limit of 18 inches can be strictly adhered to is comparatively small. 
The tendency will be to cut too heavily. In order to leave a sufficient 
basis for a second crop without unduly curtailing the present yield it 
will be necessary *n selecting trees for cutting to exercise even more 
care and judgment than on the Coosa County tract. 


A TuHrrp Crop—FIRE PROTECTION. 


To obtain a reproduction of the longleaf pine as a basis for a third 
crop under the present conditions is impossible. If, however, the 
public range were abolished and the interior holdings were bought up, 
the expense of protection could be brought within reasonable limits 
and the production of a third crop would be as feasible here as on the 
Coosa County tract. 

The fact that there is no stock law on this tract and that in the 
improvement to the grazing the owners of the interior holdings have 
an actual incentive to fire the woods renders the task of fire protection 
difficult and expensive. Under present conditions the cost is absolutely 
prohibitive. 
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